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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Kittitas County Comprehensive Plan - Public Visioning Summary 

I. Background 
Kittitas County is updating its Comprehensive Plan in accordance with the Washington State Growth Management Act, 

governed by the Revised Code of Washington 36.70A. The Comprehensive Plan is the County’s official statement 

concerning its vision for future growth and development over the next 20 years. The plan comprises several individual 

elements, some of with are required and others optional. 

Kittitas County amends its Comprehensive Plan on an annual basis as permitted by state law. In addition to these regular 

amendments, the Growth Management Act requires counties and cities to periodically conduct a thorough review of 

their plans and regulations and bring them in line with any relevant changes in the Growth Management Act and to 

accommodate updated growth targets and relevant changes in the community. Kittitas County’s periodic update target 

adoption date is June 30, 2017. 

Successful development of an updated Comprehensive Plan is dependent on the early and continuous participation of 

the public. The Kittitas County Board of County Commissioners approved a Public Participation Program on June 21, 

2015 for the Comprehensive Plan 2037 update(Resolution #2015-109), which includes a public visioning process. The 

public visioning process is one of the first steps in implementing the Public Participation Program. 

II. Public visioning purpose and scope 
To kick off the public visioning process, four public visioning meetings were held throughout Kittitas County; February 1 

in Snoqualmie Pass, February 2 in Cle Elum, February 3 in Ellensburg, and February 10 in Vantage. These four meetings 

will be followed by two Visioning Report Back meetings, March 15 in Cle Elum and March 16 in Ellensburg, to present 

the data and input received and outline how that will influence the update of the Comprehensive Plan. The topics 

covered in the visioning meetings included: Land Use, Transportation, Housing, Economic Development, Recreation and 

Parks, Natural Environment, and Rural and Resource Lands. 

The purpose of the public visioning process is to engage a broad segment of the community and region to participate in 

exercises aimed at developing a vision statement. The goal of the vision statement is to capture the shared image of 

what community members want their future community to be and inspire community members to work together to 

achieve the vision. The discussions and input collected through the visioning process will serve as a guide for the rest of 

the comprehensive planning process.  
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III. Public visioning meeting format 
The four initial public visioning meetings all followed the same format, including ice-breaker activities, presentation 

materials, and group exercises. The ice-breaker mapping exercises asked participants to indicate where they live and 

where they work on one map. On another map participants were asked to indicate their three favorite locations to 

spend their free time within Kittitas County. The results were aggregated over all four meetings to better understand the 

distribution of public representation throughout the County.  The accumulated results showed that there was 

representation from widespread areas, including a mix of upper and lower county residents as well as residents from 

incorporated areas, see Appendix B. 

The ice-breaker exercises were followed by a brief presentation on the County’s comprehensive planning process and 

the purpose of the public visioning process.  The presentation also served as a primer for the planning context within 

which Kittitas County is working (i.e. Washington State GMA). See Appendix A for the presentation slides. 

The primary component of these meetings was a small group exercise. Depending upon the number of participants at 

each meeting, groups of five to six people were organized at separate tables with maps and a prioritization exercise.  

Each group had a facilitator tasked with managing discussions on a variety of planning topics (seven broad topic areas 

were identified to initiate discussion) and recording the major themes of the discussions.  At the conclusion of each 

group discussion was a prioritization exercise. The small group discussions and prioritization exercise focused on seven 

broad topics: land use, transportation, housing, economic development, recreation and parks, natural environment, and 

rural and resource lands. See Appendix A for the prioritization exercise format. 

To begin the discussion, participants were asked to place three dots in these seven topic areas to indicate where they 

felt the Comprehensive Plan update should focus. Within each of these broad topics were related sub-topics, which 

participants were then encouraged to review, add, edit, and debate the importance of as they relate to the 

Comprehensive Plan update. Participants were then asked to vote with three dots for their most important issues within 

each broader topic. The group discussions closed with a review of the group’s ranking of the sub-categories. The final 

component of the visioning meetings was an opportunity for each group to share with the other groups the highlights of 

their discussion and the group results of the prioritization exercise. The collaboration fostered a sense of community 

amongst the meeting attendees and helped to identify common thematic elements held by residents of Kittitas County, 

which will be used to guide the update of the Comprehensive Plan. 

IV. Methods to develop vision statement 
The broad input that was received from the public will be used to inform the County’s vision statement for the updated 

Comprehensive Plan, as the input demonstrates the topics that are most important to the larger community and 

provides a framework for the growth of the County over the next 20 years. In order to achieve this, the input was first 

categorized to make the data more manageable and improve the ability to compare results across multiple topic areas. 

For example, the category “Water Resources” was an aggregation of comments spanning more detailed issues related to 

water resources, such as: “conservation of water resources” and “management and delivery of water resources,” among 

others.   
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Once categorized, the input was ranked by quantity of votes received, which demonstrated the topic areas that the 

community held as important to the future development of the County. Following the ranking was a review of the 

comments as they relate to the required elements of the Comprehensive Plan update. 

The consolidation and ranking of comments was a necessary step leading to the development of the draft themes found 

in section VI of this report. The draft themes will be discussed in detail at two report back meetings in mid-March with 

the opportunity for participants to construct vision statements with the draft themes as the starting point. 

V. Meetings summary 
Despite utilizing the same meeting structure and format, each group discussion was distinctive and represented a range 

of locally-important topics.   

The following is a description of each meeting and a brief summary of the general input gathered, see Appendix D for 

tables of the data collected. 

Snoqualmie Pass, February 1st   

The meeting held in Snoqualmie Pass was the first of the public visioning meetings series.  Seven members of the public 

attended the meeting and six participated in the group exercise. The meeting attendees felt that the natural 

environment was the most important major element in the County, as it received the greatest amount of votes (6). The 

next tier of important topics was housing and recreation and parks at four votes each. Topics of lesser importance were 

land use, transportation, rural and resource lands, and economic development, as they received two votes or less.   

The meeting attendees’ prioritization of sub-topics provided further detail on what the residents of the Snoqualmie Pass 

area felt were important to the future of Kittitas County. Particularly, resource tourism had the most support at nine 

votes (e.g. wineries, recreation areas, and other activities to attract outside investment and tourism). Other important 

sub-topics that emerged included better management of park facilities, a balance of commercial and residential land 

uses, better parking enforcement, wildfire awareness/protection/management, and law enforcement.   

Cle Elum, February 2nd 

The second meeting took place in Cle Elum and had a turnout at 23 members of the public. The meeting attendees voted 

the natural environment and parks and recreation as their top two most important topics (13 and 12 votes, 

respectively). Following the top two topics were economic development (nine votes), land use (nine votes), and rural 

and resource lands (eight votes). The topics of lesser importance to Cle Elum meeting attendees were housing and 

transportation, receiving five and two votes, respectively.   

The group exercise also allowed meeting attendees to vote on more detailed sub-topic areas of importance. The voting 

demonstrated that recreation and park management plans, maintaining accessibility to outdoor areas, resource tourism, 

employment opportunities, density, density, and industrial and manufacturing land uses.   
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Ellensburg, February 3rd 

The Ellensburg public meeting was well-attended and had the largest turnout at 29 members of the public. The meeting 

attendees voted the natural environment and economic development as their top two most important topics (25 and 23 

votes, respectively). There was a gap between the top two important topics and the subsequent topics, which included 

land use (16 votes), recreation and parks (13 votes), transportation (13 votes), and housing (12 votes). The gap indicates 

that the meeting attendees felt more strongly about their top two topics than the groups at the other public meetings. 

Voting on the sub-topics indicated that meeting attendees were concerned with maintaining accessibility to outdoor 

recreation areas (41 votes), transit services, with a specific emphasis on bus transit (38 votes), water resources (38 

votes), resource tourism (33 votes), forest lands (28 votes), density (28 votes), affordable housing (28 votes), supporting 

local businesses (26 votes), and agricultural lands (24 votes). 

Vantage, February 10th 

The final public visioning meeting was held in Vantage where there were nine meeting attendees. Economic 

development (eight votes) and the natural environment (six votes) were the top two topic areas for meeting attendees. 

Transportation and land use were the next most important topics at four votes each, followed by recreation and parks 

(three votes) and housing (two votes). Rural and resource lands did not receive a single vote from the meeting 

attendees. 

The sub-topics garnering the most votes included: water resources (13 votes), maintaining accessibility to outdoor 

recreation areas (11 votes), merit-based planning and growth policies (nine votes), transit services, with a specific 

emphasis on bus transit (nine votes), industrial and manufacturing land uses (eight votes), and affordable housing (eight 

votes). 

Planning Commission, February 9th 

In addition to the broader public participating in the visioning exercise, the Planning Commission also provided input. 

Land use and the natural environment were the most important topics to the Planning Commissioners at five votes and 

four votes, respectively. Transportation (three votes), economic development (two votes), and rural and resource lands 

(one vote) were the subsequent topics, with housing and recreation and parks receiving no votes. 

The sub-topics garnering the most votes included: water resources (nine votes), agricultural lands (eight votes), traffic 

(seven votes), supporting local businesses (six votes), density (five votes), and maintaining accessibility to outdoor 

recreation areas (five votes). 

Vision Wall and Discussion Notes 

At each of the four public visioning meetings participants had the opportunity to contribute to a vision wall that began at 

the first visioning meeting and was added to at each consecutive meeting. The information collected on the vision wall 

as well as information captured in each facilitator’s notes from the small group discussions was categorized and 

analyzed similarly to the data collected in the prioritization exercise. Across all meetings economic development was the 

topic mentioned the most on the vision wall and in facilitator notes (90 occurrences), followed by recreation and parks 
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(63 occurrences). The remaining topics were mentioned a similar number of times, with land use having the least 

number of occurrences at 42. 

The subtopics with the most occurrences included: parks (29 occurrences), employment opportunities (26 occurrences), 

transit services (25 occurrences), water resources (20 occurrences), affordable housing (16 occurrences), resource 

tourism (16 occurrences), land use regulations (16 occurrences), range of housing types (14 occurrences), rural character 

(13 occurrences), and maintain character of existing environment (13 occurrences). See Appendix E. 

VI. Data Summary 
The following charts depict the breakdown of input across all meetings, compiled by major topic area (natural 

environment, economic development, rural and resource lands, recreation and parks, transportation, housing, and land 

use).  

Chart 1: Major Topic Areas 

 

In tables 2 through 8 some of the subtopics included in each major topic are a consolidation of issues brought up by 

participants. Following each table is a list of issues that are covered by each subtopic; if a subtopic is not listed below the 

corresponding table it does not include a consolidation of issues.  
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Chart 2: Natural Environment 

 
 Water resources: pipe canal, management/delivery of water resources, conservation/education of water resources, water resources/Yakima basin/water 

rights, wind energy to pump Columbia for water storage, water resources. 

 Access to natural areas: easements to promote accessibility and access point improvements. 

 Maintain character of existing environment: environmental diversity, air quality, maintain character of existing environment. 

 Existing environment: maintain character of existing environment 

 Land management: forest/land management, wildlife/hunting, management of the environment, timber management, change public land policy to 

increase land use, no federal land ownership, and responsible ownership. 

 Wildland fire: awareness, protection, management 

Chart 3: Economic Development 

 
 Employment: unemployment, underemployed. 

 Employment opportunities: diverse job market for entry level, higher paying jobs (professional, industry, healthcare), alternative/renewable energy job 

opportunities. 

 Resource tourism: encourage hops to be grown locally, agri-tourism, resource tourism (e.g. wineries, recreation areas). 
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 Access to education: university opportunities, trade school. 

 Development regulations: zoning regulations, less restrictive development regulations and balancing of land uses. 

 Marketing and outreach: events, marketing assets (e.g. Roslyn). 

 Support recycle lifestyle: support recycle lifestyle with business and growth. 

Chart 4: Rural and Resource Lands 

 
 Agricultural lands: agricultural land preserve to continue, agricultural lands (e.g. hops). 

 Forest lands: improve health and protect forest lands, forest lands. 

 Rural character: maintain rural character, rural character. 

 Diversity of uses: environmental diversity, recreational diversity, diversity of uses. 

 Water resources: Columbia River, water resources. 

Chart 5: Recreation and Parks 

 
 Maintaining accessibility to outdoor recreation areas: maintaining accessibility to outdoor recreation areas, inviting trailheads, camping, camping/fire 

management, snow and water activities, hunting and fishing, Columbia and Yakima Rivers. 

 Parks: local investment in parks, parks. 

 Management: enforcement, facilities (e.g. restrooms), management plans, unified permit system, economic issues, information (e.g. maps). 

 Recreational opportunities: create recreational opportunities, promotion/education, events. 
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Chart 6: Transportation 

 
 Bicycle and pedestrian circulation: bicycle/pedestrian circulation, pedestrian circulation, bicycle lanes on major roads, separated trails, shoulder 

development on multi-use major roads. 

 Commute: winter peak commutes, commute. 

 Transit services: taxi service/shuttle, passenger rail, Amtrak, transit within County and beyond, gondola to Mission Ridge, transit services (e.g. bus). 

 Pass closures: pass closures and circulation communication 

Chart 7: Housing 

 
 Affordable housing: affordable employee housing, affordable rental housing, affordable housing as developer responsibility, affordable housing. 

 Recreational/second homes: recreational/second homes/vacation rentals, recreational/second homes. 
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Chart 8: Land Use 

 
 Density: UGA development, urban density, prevent sprawl, non-development in rural areas, nicely spaced out, density. 

 Industrial and manufacturing land uses: underutilized industrial and manufacturing land uses, industrial and manufacturing land uses. 

 Land use regulations: marijuana regulations are better now but isolate more, less aggressive/land use stay the same, maintain open space, maintain 

working resource lands, merit-based planning and growth policies, set-back implementation, historic preservation, wildland urban interface protections. 

 Local identity: thematic approach (e.g. Bend, Sun Valley). 

VII. Draft Themes 
The input received at these meetings has been used to identify the major themes from the participant responses. The 

themes will help inform the planning process for the Comprehensive Plan update and will be used to create a 

community vision statement. These themes will be presented at the two report back meetings and the public will work 

with and validate these themes to construct vision statements. The themes were developed in consideration of the 

following criteria: 

 Prioritization of topics based on the number of votes and similarity of input received in the group exercises 

 Discussions with meeting attendees and informal input via comment cards and the vision wall 

 Applicability of the input to the Comprehensive Plan 

The following ten major themes were identified in the responses received from the public at the visioning meeting, 

including both written and verbal comments received via the group exercises. 
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Table 1: Major Themes 

Rank Topic Votes General Comments Theme 
1 Maintaining accessibility to outdoor 

recreation areas 
79 Inviting trailheads; camping; fire 

management; Snow and water 
activities; Hunting and fishing; river 
access - Columbia and Yakima; ease 
regulations to promote access; 
build on countywide connectivity; 
don’t infringe on private property; 
public land preservation and 
accessibility; open accessibility 

Promote and maintain accessibility 
to all outdoor recreation areas. 

2 Water resources 75 Pipe canal; management/delivery; 
conservation/Education; Yakima 
Basin/water rights; wind-pump 
Columbia for water storage; ensure 
water availability for growth; 
increase large and small holding 
infrastructure; headwater 
protection; protection; water 
resources can be economic driver 

Protect and conserve water 
resources. 

3 Resource tourism 65 Wineries; Recreation areas; 
encourage hops to be grown 
locally; Agri-tourism; destination 
tourism; capitalize on recreation 
opportunities; farm to market 
economy; expand opportunities 
that meet rural character; 
continued emphasis on 
agriculture/farming; farmer’s 
market opportunities; rural 
tourism; more jobs around 
agriculture production/protection 

Take advantage of diverse 
resources by supporting resource 
tourism. 

4 Parks and Recreation Management 61 Enforcement; facilities; 
maintenance; countywide 
management plans; accessibility of 
information; improve and expand 
parks; county investment in parks; 
park and recreation districts; 
transportation to facilitate 
recreation 

Improve parks management and 
maintenance. 

5 Transit services 59 Bus; taxi service; shuttle; passenger 
rail and Amtrak; transit within 
county and beyond; gondola to 
Mission Ridge; regional bus 
services within County and beyond 
(Puget Sound and Yakima); park 
and ride service; support existing 
public transit; still too rural for 

Support a wider range of transit 
options. 
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Rank Topic Votes General Comments Theme 
transit 

6 Affordable housing 56 Workforce housing; affordable 
rental housing; make affordable 
housing a developer’s 
responsibility; provide affordable 
housing in urban areas; first-time 
home buyers; housing costs are not 
in align with wages; provide 
affordable housing in urban areas 

Increase the supply and 
affordability of housing. 

7 Density 52 UGA development; urban density; 
prevent sprawl; limit development 
in rural areas; keep areas of lower 
density; mitigation for higher 
density parceling 

Focus density in areas that can 
accommodate it to preserve rural 
areas. 

8 Employment/Employment 
opportunities 

47 Unemployment; underemployed; 
increase employment 
opportunities; provide higher 
paying job opportunities; diversify 
opportunities; address young 
people moving away after receiving 
education; research opportunities;  

Promote an increase in the range 
of employment opportunities and 
industry types. 

9 Forest lands 47 Improve health and protect forest 
lands; expand technology; 
encourage healthy forest; 
controlled harvests; timber 
sustainability (small diameter 
milling); alternative fuels; added 
value opportunity to enable forest 
products 

Protect and conserve forest lands. 

10 Agricultural lands 45 Preservation to continue; grow 
hops; emphasize agriculture; food 
security; protect local food 
resources; ability to conduct 
farming practices 

Protect agricultural lands. 

 

Due to the wide variety of common input received, there are some “fringe themes” that will also be considered for 

inclusion as “top themes.” The fringe themes received a moderate amount of votes, but are just outside the top ten; 

these themes include: 

Table 2. Fringe Themes 

Rank Topic Votes General Comments Theme 
11 Non-motorized trails 45 Non-motorized trails; more on road 

biking 
Increase the number of non-
motorized trails. 

12 Shopping local and supporting small 43 Prevent large businesses; second Build a strong base of small 
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Rank Topic Votes General Comments Theme 
businesses grocery store in Cle Elum; 

downtowns keep people here; 
support local business 

businesses to serve the local 
community. 

13 Rural character 39 Maintain rural character, provide 
income opportunities that meet 
rural character; maintain existing 
landscape and environmental 
diversity; we don’t have sprawl; 
define rural 

Maintain a strong rural character. 

14 Accessibility to natural areas 39 Easements to promote 
accessibility; access point 
improvements; access without 
infringement on private rights; 
controlled access; accessibility for 
recreation 

Improve accessibility to the natural 
environment. 

15 Bicycle and pedestrian circulation 37 Need for bike/pedestrian space on 
high use areas/major roads; bike 
trails; dedicated space to biking 
and walking; shoulder development 
on multi-use roads; bicycle lanes on 
major roads; separated trails 

Increase the bicycle and 
pedestrian infrastructure on multi-
use roads. 

16 Range of housing types 34 Innovative housing options for all 
income levels; worker/employee 
housing; supplemental housing 
next to urban areas; apartments for 
non-student residents; lack of 
rental opportunities; important to 
get people to stay in the County 

Increase the range of housing 
types. 

17 Balance of residential and 
commercial uses 

33 Balance of residential and 
commercial uses; adequate 
diversity for existing population 

Maintain a balance of residential 
and commercial uses to ensure 
economic vitality in each 
community. 

18 Industrial and manufacturing land 
uses 

33 Industrial and manufacturing land 
uses; commercial and industrial 
uses near highways; more 
industry/manufacturing land; 
encourage for economic growth; 
industrial is the right designation 
for marijuana; underutilized 
industrial land 

Increase the amount of industrial 
and manufacturing land base to 
provide more skilled jobs. 

19 Urban/Rural division of land 29 Urban/Rural division of land; 
coordination in UGAs; encourage 
urban areas around I-90; non-
expansion of urban areas; County is 
nicely spaced out 

Maintain the urban-rural divide to 
preserve a rural nature and 
character. 

20 Parks  28 Parks; local investment in parks Promote local investment in parks. 

21 Land use regulations 28 Improve marijuana regulations; less Improve land use regulations 
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Rank Topic Votes General Comments Theme 
aggressive land use controls; 
maintain open space; maintain 
working resource lands; Merit 
based planning and growth 
policies; set-backs; historic 
preservation; wildland-urban 
interface protections; appropriate 
placement and balance of uses; 
mixed land uses for walkability and 
proximity of services; implement 
values through land use 
regulations; code enforcement 

without increasing burdens on 
property owners. 

22 Rural residential (1 dwelling unit/5+ 
ac) 

28 Rural residential Maintain and protect the stock of 
rural housing on large lots. 

23 Traffic 27 Traffic Improve traffic congestion in 
targeted problematic areas. 

24 Non-motorized transportation 27 Non-motorized transportation 
infrastructure 

Support alternative modes of 
getting around the County. 

25 Land management 25 Forest/land management; 
wildlife/hunting; wildlife corridors; 
management of the environment; 
timber management; change public 
land policy to increase land use; no 
federal land ownership; responsible 
ownership; public safety; facilities 
and services; emphasize protection 
of wildlife corridors 

Address differences in land 
management practices. 

VIII. Report Back Meetings and Next Steps 
The results from the four initial visioning meetings will be presented at two report back meetings in mid-March. 

Included in the report back meetings will be an opportunity for participants to work together to write vision statements 

for the Kittitas County Comprehensive Plan based on the analysis of the common themes and ideas from the four initial 

public visioning meetings. The draft vision statements from the report back public meetings will be used to write a final 

vision statement that will be available for public review and comment on the County’s webpage and Facebook page.  

This Public Visioning Summary will also be updated with the information from the report back meetings and the final 

draft of the vision statement will be included in this summary. The final Public Visioning Summary will be available on 

the County’s webpage, Facebook page, and will be presented to the Kittitas County Planning Commission and Board of 

County Commissioners at a regularly scheduled meeting. 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Appendix A – Visioning Meeting Materials 

I. Prioritization Exercise 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

II. Presentation Slides 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Appendix B – Icebreaker Exercise 

I. Maps 

 

II. Icebreaker Data 

Chart 9. Live and Work by Geographic Area 

 

Chart 10. Free Time by Geographic Area  
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Table 3. Where do you live and work?  

Location Live Work Total 

Outside of Kittitas County 8 5 13 

Central Puget Sound Region 3 4 7 

North Puget Sound Region 0 0 0 

South Puget Sound Region 3 1 4 

Yakima Region 1 0 1 

Out of state 1 0 1 

Incorporated areas 26 27 53 

Cle Elum 6 2 8 

Ellensburg 14 23 37 

City of Kittitas 4 2 6 

Roslyn 1 0 1 

South Cle Elum 1 0 1 

Upper County 14 13 27 

Airport Road (east of Cle Elum) 2 0 2 

Easton 2 1 3 

Lake Cle Elum (southside) 0 1 1 

Nelson Siding Road 1 1 2 

Snoqualmie Pass 5 3 8 

SR970 (just east of junction with Hwy 10) 1 1 2 

Suncadia 3 6 9 

Lower County 17 9 26 

Bowers Road  3 0 3 

Canyon Road 2 1 3 

Canyon Road (south of I82 interchange) 1 0 1 

Kittitas Hwy (between Ellensburg and Kittitas) 4 0 4 

Manastash Road 1 0 1 

Pfening Road 0 1 1 

Stevens Road (east of City of Kittitas) 1 0 1 

Thorp 0 1 1 

Vantage  4 5 9 

Wilson Creek Road 1 0 1 

Wind Farm 0 1 1 

Other 0 3 3 

Retired 0 2 2 

Telecommuting 0 1 1 

Total 65 57 122 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Table 4. Where you spend your free time in Kittitas County?  

Location Total 

Incorporated Areas 38 

Ellensburg 25 

Kittitas 5 

Roslyn 6 

South Cle Elum 2 

Upper County 92 

Alpine Lakes Wilderness 3 

Cle Elum Ridge (north) 9 

Cle Elum Ridge (south) 2 

Cooper Lake 3 

French Cabin 4 

Hidden Valley 2 

Horse Park (west of Cle Elum) 4 

Lake Cle Elum 6 

Lake Kachess (southside) 4 

Lake Kachess (westside) 1 

Nelson Siding Road 2 

Ronald 2 

Salmon La Sac 5 

Snoqualmie Pass 12 

Stampede pass snow park 2 

Suncadia 3 

Taneum Canyon 2 

Teanaway (below middle and north fork confluence) 1 

Teanaway (between SR970 junction and Teanaway Road) 2 

Teanaway Middle Fork 6 

Teanaway North Fork 12 

Yakima River (just west of South Cle Elum) 2 

Yakima River (between SR970 junction and Taneum Creek) 3 

Lower County 50 

Blewett pass 5 

Brown Road (west of Ellensburg) 3 

Colockum (lower) 2 

Colockum (upper) 1 

Columbia River (north of Vantage) 1 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Location Total 

Cove Road (west of Ellensburg) 1 

Manastash Ridge 9 

Manastash Road (southwest of Ellensburg) 1 

Naneum Canyon 3 

Prater Road (east of City of Kittitas) 1 

Reecer Creek 1 

Robinson Canyon 1 

Thorp 1 

Vantage 10 

Wilson Creek 2 

Wind farm 1 

Yakima Canyon 7 

Total 180 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Appendix C – Prioritization Exercise Data 
 

The following tables show all the topics that were discussed and ranked in the prioritization exercise. In tables 6 through 

12 the top themes from Section VII of this report are identified by red shading and the fringe themes are identified by 

blue shading. 

Table 5. Major Topics by Meeting Location 

Major Topics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle Elum Ellensburg Vantage 

Planning 
Commission 

Total 

Natural Environment 6 13 25 6 4 54 

Economic Development 0 9 23 8 2 42 

Rural and Resource Lands 1 8 9 
 

1 19 

Recreation and Parks 4 12 13 3 
 

32 

Transportation 2 2 13 4 3 24 

Land Use 2 9 16 4 5 36 

Housing 4 5 12 2 0 23 

 

Table 6. Natural Environment Subtopics by Meeting Location  

Natural Environment Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle Elum Ellensburg Vantage 

Planning 
Commission 

Total 

Open Space 
 

7 6 
 

1 14 

Water resources 4 11 38 13 9 75 

 Water Resources 4 11 20 7 9 51 

 Pipe canal    
4 

 
4 

 Management/delivery water 
resources   

5 
  

5 

 Conservation/Education 
water resources   

4 
  

4 

 Water resources/Yakima 
basin/water rights   

9 
  

9 

 Wind - pump Columbia for 
water storage    

2 
 

2 

Protection of critical areas 4 3 15 
 

1 23 

Access to natural areas 1 14 13 8 3 39 

 Accessibility to natural areas 1 5 13 8 3 21 

 Easements to promote 
accessibility  

9 
   

9 

 Access point improvements 
   

5 
 

5 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Natural Environment Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle Elum Ellensburg Vantage 

Planning 
Commission 

Total 

Character of existing 
environment  

1 9 2 
 

12 

 Maintain character of existing 
environment    

2 
 

2 

 Environmental diversity 
 

1 5 
  

6 

 Air quality 
  

4 
  

4 

Law Enforcement 5 
    

5 

Public safety 
 

1 
   

1 

Wildland fire 5 4 3 
  

12 

Land management 
 

8 13 4 
 

25 

 Forest/land management 
  

5 
  

5 

 Wildlife/hunting 
  

1 
  

1 

 Wildlife corridors 
 

5 
   

5 

 Management of the 
environment   

4 
  

4 

 Timber management 
 

1 
   

1 

 Change public land policy to 
increase land use    

4 
 

4 

 No federal land ownership 
  

3 
  

3 

 Responsible ownership  
2 

   
2 

**The shaded rows with bold text are subtopics made up of an aggregation of related topics consolidated through the data analysis process, the bulleted lists are the 

aggregated topics. 

Table 7. Economic Development Subtopics by Meeting Location  

Economic Development 
Subtopics 

Snoqualmie 
Pass 

Cle Elum Ellensburg Vantage 
Planning 

Commission 
Total 

Employment/Employment 
opportunities  

15 26 3 3 47 

 Unemployment 
 

2 16 1 3 22 

 Underemployed 
  

6 
  

6 

 Diverse job market for entry 
level   

5 
  

5 

 Higher paying jobs - 
professional, industry, 
healthcare 

 
13 

   
13 

 Alternative/renewable energy 
job opportunities    

2 
 

2 

Resource tourism 9 14 33 7 2 65 

 Resource tourism (e.g. 
wineries, recreation areas)  

14 33 5 2 54 

 Encourage hops to be grown 
locally 

9 
    

9 

 Agri-tourism 
   

2 
 

2 

Access to education 1 7 4 1 3 16 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Economic Development 
Subtopics 

Snoqualmie 
Pass 

Cle Elum Ellensburg Vantage 
Planning 

Commission 
Total 

 University opportunities 1 6 4 1 3 15 

 Trade school 
 

1 
   

1 

Airport development 1 1 8 1 3 14 

Shopping local and small 
businesses 

4 5 26 2 6 43 

Development regulations 
 

3 
 

6 
 

9 

 Zoning regulations 
 

3 
   

3 

 Less restrictive development 
regulations and balancing 
land uses 

   
6 

 
6 

Marketing and outreach 
 

8 
 

5 
 

13 

 Events 
 

2 
   

2 

 Market resource tourism 
   

5 
 

5 

 Marketing assets (e.g. Roslyn) 
 

6 
   

6 

Water resources 
 

3 
   

3 

Sustainability for business and 
growth   

5 
  

5 

Traffic flow 
   

2 
 

2 
**The shaded rows with bold text are subtopics made up of an aggregation of related topics consolidated through the data analysis process, the bulleted lists are the 

aggregated topics. 

Table 8. Rural and Resource Land Subtopics by Meeting Location  

Rural and Resource Lands 
Subtopics 

Snoqualmie 
Pass 

Cle Elum Ellensburg Vantage 
Planning 

Commission 
Total 

Agricultural lands 4 6 24 3 8 45 

 Agricultural lands (e.g.hops) 4 5 24 3 
 

36 

 Agricultural land preserve to 
continue  

1 
   

1 

Mineral lands 
  

1 
 

1 2 

Forest lands 7 10 28 
 

2 47 

 Forest lands 7 9 28 
 

2 46 

 Improve health and protect 
forest lands  

1 
   

1 

Rural residential (1-5 acres) 
 

1 10 1 
 

12 

Rural residential (5+ acres) 2 4 16 3 3 28 

Rural character 4 11 14 7 3 39 

 Rural character 4 9 14 7 3 37 

 Maintain rural character 
 

2 
   

2 

Diversity of uses 
 

10 
   

10 

 Diversity of uses 
 

6 
   

6 

 Environmental diversity 
 

1 
   

1 

 Recreational diversity 
 

3 
   

3 

Water resources 
 

2 
 

3 
 

5 

 Water resources 
 

2 
   

2 
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Rural and Resource Lands 
Subtopics 

Snoqualmie 
Pass 

Cle Elum Ellensburg Vantage 
Planning 

Commission 
Total 

 Columbia River 
   

3 
 

3 

Merit based planning & growth 
policies    

9 
 

9 

**The shaded rows with bold text are subtopics made up of an aggregation of related topics consolidated through the data analysis process, the bulleted lists are the 

aggregated topics. 

Table 9. Recreation and Park Subtopics by Meeting Location  

Recreation and Parks Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle Elum Ellensburg Vantage 

Planning 
Commission 

Total 

Access to outdoor recreation 
areas 

3 19 41 11 5 79 

 Maintaining accessibility to 
outdoor recreation areas 

3 15 21 8 5 52 

 Inviting trailheads 
   

2 
 

2 

 Camping 
  

13 1 
 

14 

 camping/fire management 
  

4 
  

4 

 Snow and water activities 
 

3 
   

3 

 Hunting and fishing 
 

1 
   

1 

 Rivers - Columbia and Yakima 
  

3 
  

3 

Parks 2 8 13 2 3 28 

 Parks 2 8 7 2 3 22 

 Local investment in parks 
  

6 
  

6 

Non-motorized trails 5 8 23 9 0 45 

Motorized trails 1 5 2 2 2 12 

Management 8 22 23 8 
 

61 

 Enforcement 3 15 18 6 
 

42 

 Facilities (e.g. restrooms) 5 
    

5 

 Maintenance 
 

3 
 

2 
 

5 

 Management plans 
 

2 
   

2 

 Unified permit system 
  

2 
  

2 

 Economic issues 
 

2 
   

2 

 Information - maps 
  

3 
  

3 

Recreational opportunities 0 5 2 1 
 

8 

 Create recreational 
opportunities  

5 
   

5 

 Promotion/Education 
  

2 
  

2 

 Events 
   

1 
 

1 
**The shaded rows with bold text are subtopics made up of an aggregation of related topics consolidated through the data analysis process, the bulleted lists are the 

aggregated topics. 

Table 10. Transportation Subtopics by Meeting Locations  
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Transportation Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle Elum Ellensburg Vantage 

Planning 
Commission 

Total 

Bicycle and pedestrian circulation 
 

11 16 8 2 37 

 Bicycle /pedestrian 
circulation  

2 2 1 
 

5 

 Pedestrian Circulation 
 

5 8 
 

2 15 

 Bicycle lanes on major roads 
 

4 3 
  

7 

 Separated trails 
  

3 
  

3 

 Shoulder development on 
multi-use major roads    

7 
 

7 

Commute 4 2 3 1 2 12 

 Commute 
 

2 3 1 
 

6 

 Winter peak commutes 4 
    

4 

Traffic 2 6 6 6 7 27 

Non-motorized transportation 1 7 15 3 1 27 

Transit services 3 7 38 9 2 59 

 Transit services (e.g. bus) 3 3 26 7 2 41 

 Taxi service/shuttle 
 

1 
   

1 

 Rail - passenger 
 

3 
   

3 

 Amtrak 
  

5 
  

5 

 Transit within county and 
beyond   

7 
  

7 

 Gondola to Mission Ridge 
   

2 
 

2 

Road management 2 2 9 
  

13 

 Right-of-way ownership 2 
    

2 

 Connectivity/preserve right-
of-way   

3 
  

3 

 More roundabouts (proper 
size)  

2 
   

2 

 Road conditions (safety, 
biking, etc.)   

6 
  

6 

Parking enforcement 6 
    

6 

Circulation communication 3 
    

3 

Freight mobility 
 

4 
   

4 
**The shaded rows with bold text are subtopics made up of an aggregation of related topics consolidated through the data analysis process, the bulleted lists are the 

aggregated topics. 

Table 11. Housing Subtopics by Meeting Location  

Housing Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle Elum Ellensburg Vantage 

Planning 
Commission 

Total 

Range of housing types 0 9 14 7 4 34 

Unconventional housing 0 5 10 7 2 24 

Affordable housing 7 10 28 8 3 56 

 Affordable housing 7 1 28 8 3 47 

 Affordable employee housing 
 

4 
   

4 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Housing Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle Elum Ellensburg Vantage 

Planning 
Commission 

Total 

 Affordable rental housing 
 

3 
   

3 

 Affordable housing as 
developer responsibility  

2 
   

2 

Low-income housing 3 0 12 0 2 17 

Homelessness 0 2 8 1 3 14 

Accessory dwelling units 1 5 7 2 0 15 

Recreational and second homes 2 10 4 2 3 21 

 Recreational/second homes 2 5 4 2 3 16 

 Recreation/second 
homes/vacation rentals  

5 
   

5 

Seasonal housing 3 0 0 0 
 

3 

Overcrowded housing 1 0 0 0 
 

1 

Infill buildable lands 
 

1 0 0 
 

1 

School support and EMS 
 

5 0 0 
 

5 

Energy updates and financing 
incentives  

0 4 0 
 

4 

**The shaded rows with bold text are subtopics made up of an aggregation of related topics consolidated through the data analysis process, the bulleted lists are the 

aggregated topics. 

Table 12. Land Use Subtopics by Meeting Location  

Land Use Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle Elum Ellensburg Vantage 

Planning 
Commission 

Total 

Urban/ rural division of land 4 8 14 1 2 29 

Density 6 12 28 1 5 52 

 Density 
 

7 9 1 5 22 

 UGA development 2 
 

6 
  

8 

 Urban density 
 

2 4 
  

6 

 Prevent sprawl 
 

3 1 
  

4 

 Non-development in rural 
areas   

8 
  

8 

 Nicely spaced out 4 
    

4 

Balance residential and 
commercial uses 

6 7 11 6 3 33 

Industrial and manufacturing 
land uses  

12 10 8 2 33 

 Industrial and manufacturing 
land uses  

12 9 8 2 32 

 underutilized 
industrial/manufacturing 
land 

  
1 

  
1 

Connectivity/ circulation 
 

5 
   

5 

Land use regulations 1 2 18 7 
 

28 

 Isolate marijuana more - 
better regulations now   

8 
  

8 
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Land Use Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle Elum Ellensburg Vantage 

Planning 
Commission 

Total 

 Less aggressive/land use stay 
same   

3 
  

3 

 Maintain open space 
  

5 
  

5 

 Maintain working resource 
lands   

2 
  

2 

 Merit based planning & 
growth policies    

7 
 

7 

 Set-back implementation 1 
    

1 

 Historic preservation 
 

1 
   

1 

 Wildland urban interface 
protections  

1 
   

1 

Local identity 
   

4 
 

4 
**The shaded rows with bold text are subtopics made up of an aggregation of related topics consolidated through the data analysis process, the bulleted lists are the 

aggregated topics. 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Appendix D – Vision Wall and Discussion Notes 
 

The following tables represent all the topics that were mentioned on the Vision Wall, facilitator notes, and comment 

cards. In tables 13 through 20 the top themes in Section VII of this report are identified by red shading and the fringe 

themes are identified by blue shading. 

Table 13. Macro Topics 

 

Table 14. Natural Environment Subtopics by Meeting Location and Vision Wall  

Natural Environment Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle 

Elum 
Ellensburg Vantage 

Vision 
Wall 

Total 

Open space 0 3 4 0 0 7 

 Protect open space  
1 

   
1 

 Maintain open space   
1 

  
1 

 Accessibility to open space areas  
2 

   
2 

 Incentives to keep land open   
1 

  
1 

 Open space is designated    
2 

  
2 

Water resources 2 4 9 2 3 20 

 Water availability for growth   
2 

  
2 

 Water delivery and management   
3 

  
3 

 Hands off Lake Kachess     
1 1 

 Protection of water resources 1 2 1 
  

4 

 Pipe highline canal - make irrigation delivery 
more efficient    

1 
 

1 
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Natural Environment Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle 

Elum 
Ellensburg Vantage 

Vision 
Wall 

Total 

 Water resources can be economic driver    
1 

 
1 

 Multiple use of water resources   
1 

  
1 

 Headwater protection 
 

1 
   

1 

 Small and large holding infrastructure 1 1 
  

2 4 

 Water conservation/education 
  

2 
  

2 

Accessibility to natural areas 1 2 3 1 0 7 

 Easements to maintain access for public 
 

1 
   

1 

 Non-locals using natural areas 1 
    

1 

 Access without infringement on private rights 
 

1 
   

1 

 Controlled access 
  

1 
  

1 

 Accessibility to areas for recreation 
  

1 
  

1 

 Improve access points (accessible to more 
people)   

1 1 
 

2 

Land management 1 7 5 1 0 14 

 Forest management 
 

1 1 
  

2 

 Better management of timberlands 
  

1 
  

1 

 Better management practices for our 
climate/landscape   

1 
  

1 

 Focus on responsible ownership rather than 
who owns the land  

1 
   

1 

 Emphasize protection of wildlife corridors  
1 

   
1 

 Fire protection/management (e.g fuel 
reduction)  

3 2 
  

5 

 Enforcement to protect natural environment 1 
    

1 

 Public safety responsibility 
 

1 
   

1 

 Facilities and services 
   

1 
 

1 

Public lands 0 2 3 2 0 7 

 Preservation for future - public lands 
 

1 
   

1 

 Diverse public ownership - appropriate variety 
of management  

1 
   

1 

 Protection of critical areas is addressed by 
public land    

1 
 

1 

 Maintain balance between public and private 
lands    

1 
 

1 

 No federal land ownership 
  

1 
  

1 

 Camping recreation - challenging with ability 
to use public lands   

1 
  

1 

 Concerns about sale of public land for 
development   

1 
  

1 

Maintain character of existing environment 0 1 11 1 0 13 

 Maintain ecosystem diversity 
 

1 1 
  

2 

 Diversity of county natural areas 
   

1 
 

1 

 Enhance natural environment 
  

1 
  

1 
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Natural Environment Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle 

Elum 
Ellensburg Vantage 

Vision 
Wall 

Total 

 Reduction of invasive species (cheat grass) 
  

1 
  

1 

 Improve and protect all natural resources 
  

1 
  

1 

 Fish/salmon recovery 
  

1 
  

1 

 Endangered species 
  

1 
  

1 

 Enhance water quality 
  

2 
  

2 

 Wildlife and hunting 
  

1 
  

1 

 Improve and preserve air quality (Ellensburg 
top 10 worst air quality)   

2 
  

2 

**The shaded rows with bold text are subtopics made up of an aggregation of related topics consolidated through the data analysis process, the bulleted lists are the 

aggregated topics. 

Table 15. Economic Development Subtopics by Meeting Location and Vision Wall  

Economic Development Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle 

Elum 
Ellensburg Vantage 

Vision 
Wall 

Total 

Employment/Employment opportunities 0 4 20 5 1 30 

 Underemployment 
  

2 
  

2 

 Seasonal employment 
  

1 
  

1 

 Overqualified 
  

1 
  

1 

 Increase economic diversity 
  

1 
  

1 

 Research about opportunities 
  

1 
  

1 

 Sustainable/non-polluting industry 
(reuse/recycle)   

2 
  

2 

 University as source of employees 
   

1 
 

1 

 Brain drain - moving away after educated 
  

1 1 
 

2 

 Increase employment opportunities (year 
round)   

4 
  

4 

 Over reliant on government sector 
 

1 1 
  

2 

 Expand health care jobs and service 
 

1 3 
 

1 5 

 Increase depth in professional industries 
   

1 
 

1 

 Expansion of alternative energy (solar/wind) 
  

2 1 
 

3 

 Increase intelligent industry (technology 
based)  

1 1 
  

2 

 More professional opportunities in upper 
county    

1 
 

1 

 need for higher paying jobs 
 

1 
   

1 

Resource tourism 1 6 7 1 1 16 

 destination tourism - increase of parks 
  

1 
  

1 

 Shift from resource lands to hospitality, 
recreation, tourism, professional (e.g. 
Suncadia) 

 
1 

 
1 

 
2 

 Take advantage of recreation opportunities 
  

1 
  

1 

 Continued emphasis on agriculture/farming 
(new plants like hemp can spur numerous  

1 1 
  

2 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Economic Development Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle 

Elum 
Ellensburg Vantage 

Vision 
Wall 

Total 

industries) 

 Encourage food farming 
 

1 1 
  

2 

 Move to farm to market economy 
 

1 
   

1 

 Expand economic opportunity that meet rural 
character  

1 
   

1 

 Agritourism (wineries, breweries, organic 
farming, hop farms) 

1 
 

1 
 

1 3 

 Expansion of farmer's market opportunities 
  

1 
  

1 

 more jobs around agriculture 
protection/production   

1 
  

1 

 Rural tourism 
 

1 
   

1 

Access to education 0 1 1 0 1 3 

 community college, workforce training, trade 
school  

1 
   

1 

 Increase educational facilities 
  

1 
 

1 2 

Airport 0 2 5 0 0 7 

 Focus on airport development 
 

2 3 
  

5 

 Airport limited by lease issues 
  

2 
  

2 

Shopping local and supporting small businesses 0 2 4 0 1 7 

 Prevent large businesses 
  

1 
  

1 

 Second grocery store in Cle Elum 
 

1 
   

1 

 downtowns keep people here 
  

1 
  

1 

 Support local business 
 

1 2 
 

1 4 

Policies and regulations 0 1 4 2 0 7 

 Temporary local tax breaks 
  

1 
  

1 

 Encourage a more fertile environment for 
retail/manufacturing/industrial   

1 
  

1 

 Growth is stagnant 
  

1 
  

1 

 Encourage zoning regulations for industry 
 

1 
   

1 

 Discourage subdivision 
  

1 
  

1 

 Better traffic flow to encourage people to get 
off freeway    

1 
 

1 

 Too many restrictions/regulations to attract 
new businesses    

1 
 

1 

Marketing and outreach 0 2 4 3 0 9 

 Increase access of information regarding 
opportunities/activities    

1 
 

1 

 Encourage people to travel to Vantage and 
other communities    

1 
 

1 

 Research outdoor opportunities 
  

1 
  

1 

 Increase tourism 
 

1 3 
  

4 

 Expand marketing - currently single focus 
 

1 
 

1 
 

2 

Water resources 0 2 0 0 0 2 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Economic Development Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle 

Elum 
Ellensburg Vantage 

Vision 
Wall 

Total 

 Low water impact manufacturing (e.g. 
technology)  

1 
   

1 

 Water resources - feasibility 
 

1 
   

1 

Community identity 0 1 0 2 3 6 

 Take advantage of proximity to Seattle 
 

1 
   

1 

 Economic links to King County  
    

1 1 

 Establish community identity (e.g. Bend, Sun 
Valley)    

1 
 

1 

 Revitalization of Cle Elum 
    

2 2 

 Need reasons to stop in Vantage 
   

1 
 

1 

Services 0 1 1 1 0 3 

 Enhance non-motorized transportation 
  

1 
  

1 

 Better parking solutions to encourage people 
to shop    

1 
 

1 

 Provide infrastructure to promote bedroom 
community economy (e.g. internet 
connectivity) 

 
1 

   
1 

**The shaded rows with bold text are subtopics made up of an aggregation of related topics consolidated through the data analysis process, the bulleted lists are the 

aggregated topics. 

Table 16. Rural and Resource Land Subtopics by Meeting Location and Vision Wall  

Rural and Resource Lands Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle 

Elum 
Ellensburg Vantage 

Vision 
Wall 

Total 

Agricultural lands 0 3 6 0 0 9 

 Emphasize agriculture  
1 

   
1 

 Food security   
1 

  
1 

 Agriculture uses  
1 

   
1 

 Protect local food resources from 
development   

1 
  

1 

 Ability to conduct farming practices   
1 

  
1 

 Continue to protect agriculture lands  
1 3 

  
4 

Mineral lands 0 3 2 0 0 5 

 Mining  
1 

   
1 

 Protect mineral lands  
2 2 

  
4 

Forest lands 0 5 5 0 1 11 

 Expanded technology   
1 

  
1 

 Encourage healthy forest   
1 

  
1 

 Controlled harvests   
1 

  
1 

 Timber sustainability - small diameter milling 
operation  

3 
   

3 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Rural and Resource Lands Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle 

Elum 
Ellensburg Vantage 

Vision 
Wall 

Total 

 Alternative fuels - bio, pellet  
1 

   
1 

 Added value opportunity to enable forest 
products     

1 1 

 Continue to protect forest lands  
1 2 

  
3 

Rural residential (1-5 acres) 0 1 0 0 0 1 

 No residential areas in lands less than 5 acres  
1 

   
1 

Rural character 0 8 2 3 0 13 

 Environmental diversity 
 

1 
   

1 

 We don't have sprawl  
1 

   
1 

 Income opportunities in rural areas while 
maintaining character  

1 
   

1 

 Outside Ellensburg and Cle Elum is rural 
 

2 
   

2 

 Maintain existing landscape 
 

1 
 

1 
 

2 

 Countywide we have rural character  
1 1 1 

 
3 

 Greater than 1 acre with no sidewalks and 
other infrastructure is rural    

1 
 

1 

 Greater than 5 acres is rural character 
  

1 
  

1 

 10 acres or more is rural 
 

1 
   

1 

Diversity of uses 0 0 0 1 0 1 

 Allow growth with reasonable/merit based 
planning policies    

1 
 

1 

Water resources 0 1 1 1 0 3 

 Adequate water 
 

1 1 
  

2 

 River is large resource for Vantage 
   

1 
 

1 

Land use regulations 1 1 5 2 0 9 

 Prohibit small lots 
  

1 
  

1 

 fire danger on small lots 1 
    

1 

 Balance of uses 
  

1 
  

1 

 Maintain natural area/buffers from others 
 

1 
   

1 

 Responsible growth with controlled density 
   

1 
 

1 

 Focus on industry and manufacturing 
   

1 
 

1 

 Large open space and farms 
  

1 
  

1 

 Concentrate urban uses and growth to urban 
areas   

2 
  

2 

Working lands 0 0 2 0 0 2 

Working landscape 
  

1 
  

1 

Maintain resource working lands 
  

1 
  

1 
**The shaded rows with bold text are subtopics made up of an aggregation of related topics consolidated through the data analysis process, the bulleted lists are the 

aggregated topics. 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Table 17. Recreation and Parks Subtopics by Meeting Location and Vision Wall  

Recreation and Parks Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle 

Elum 
Ellensburg Vantage 

Vision 
Wall 

Total 

Maintaining accessibility to outdoor recreation 
areas 

0 8 4 0 0 12 

 Ease regulations to promote access 
  

1 
  

1 

 Build on countywide connectivity 
 

1 
   

1 

 Don't infringe on private property 
 

1 
   

1 

 Want various accessibility to outdoor 
recreation   

1 
  

1 

 Open accessibility 
 

3 
   

3 

 Timing of closures impact economy 
 

1 
   

1 

 Public land preservation and accessibility 
 

2 1 
  

3 

 River access 
  

1 
  

1 

Parks 2 11 9 4 3 29 

 Minimize impacts of energy farm 
 

1 
   

1 

 Transportation (public or private) to facilitate 
recreation  

1 
   

1 

 Better parking areas, trailhead access, and 
facilities at recreation areas 

1 4 2 2 1 10 

 Maintain facilities 
 

1 1 1 
 

3 

 Concerns regarding fire restrictions 
  

1 
  

1 

 Support countywide system and plan 
 

1 1 
  

2 

 Improve and expand parks - federal/state 
public areas   

1 
  

1 

 County investment in parks (snow park, youth 
recreation) 

1 2 3 1 2 9 

 Park and recreation districts 
 

1 
   

1 

Non-motorized trails 0 1 3 0 1 5 

 More on-road biking 
  

1 
  

1 

 Non-motorized trails - biking as long as 
compatible  

1 2 
 

1 4 

Motorized trails 0 0 0 1 0 1 

 Provide designated motorized trails to 
discourage trespassing    

1 
 

1 

Recreational opportunities 0 2 3 1 4 10 

 User specific trail systems (hike, horse, bike, 
moto)     

1 1 

 Boat launch at Keechelus even during low 
water     

1 1 

 Optional trails to more camps 
  

1 
  

1 

 Hiking trails in Vantage 
    

1 1 

 Create recreational facilities 
 

1 
   

1 

 Multi use trails 
 

1 
   

1 

 Winter sports - snowshoeing, snowmobiling 
  

1 
  

1 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Recreation and Parks Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle 

Elum 
Ellensburg Vantage 

Vision 
Wall 

Total 

 more/too many golf courses 
  

1 
  

1 

 Horse park (xc ski area in the winter 
   

1 1 2 

Marketing and outreach 0 0 6 0 0 6 

 Market assets 
  

2 
  

2 

 One of greatest assets in community 
  

1 
  

1 

 Organize events to promote and develop 
  

2 
  

2 

 Community participation - ownership, taking 
pride   

1 
  

1 

**The shaded rows with bold text are subtopics made up of an aggregation of related topics consolidated through the data analysis process, the bulleted lists are the 

aggregated topics. 

Table 18. Transportation Subtopics by Meeting Location and Vision Wall  

Transportation Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle 

Elum 
Ellensburg Vantage 

Vision 
Wall 

Total 

Transit services 1 7 12 4 1 25 

 Have adequate transportation for size of 
community    

1 
 

1 

 Need inner city transit to expand to 
regional/bus service between all communities  

2 3 2 
 

7 

 Gondola to Mission Ridge for skiing and 
mountain biking    

1 
 

1 

 Increase transportation service area - 
regional/statewide rather than just local   

4 
  

4 

 Regional transit beyond Kittitas County - 
Yakima and Puget Sound area  

1 3 
 

1 5 

 Amtrak 
  

1 
  

1 

 Park and rides 
 

1 
   

1 

 Shuttle service 
 

1 
   

1 

 Passenger rail 
 

1 
   

1 

 Support existing public transportation 
  

1 
  

1 

 Still too rural for transit 
 

1 
   

1 

 Coordination with Summit shuttles 1 
    

1 

Management of roads 3 1 4 1 1 10 

 Pre-buy easements for right-of-ways 
   

1 
 

1 

 Need wider roadways - currently poor 
conditions of roads   

1 
  

1 

 Maintenance of roads - dependent on 
ownership 

2 
    

2 

 No roundabouts - traffic lights 
  

1 
  

1 

 Communication of pass closures 1 
    

1 

 No two land roundabouts 
    

1 1 

 Dislike guardrails 
  

1 
  

1 

 Safety is an issue 
  

1 
  

1 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Transportation Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle 

Elum 
Ellensburg Vantage 

Vision 
Wall 

Total 

 ATV/ORV lanes 
 

1 
   

1 

Bicycle/pedestrian circulation 0 3 4 1 0 8 

 Need for bike/pedestrian space on high use 
areas/major roads  

1 2 1 
 

4 

 Bike trails 
 

1 
   

1 

 Dedicated space to biking/walking, separated 
trails  

1 2 
  

3 

Non-motorized transportation 
 

3 2 
  

5 

 Non-motorized transportation infrastructure 
 

3 2 
  

5 

Commute 0 0 4 0 0 4 

 Car dependent unless in City/Town 
  

2 
  

2 

 Connectivity between City and County roads 
  

1 
  

1 

 Concerns about commuting over Snoqualmie 
Pass   

1 
  

1 

Traffic 0 0 1 0 0 1 

 No traffic problems   
1 

  
1 

Law enforcement 2 0 0 0 3 5 

 More law enforcement 1 
   

3 4 

 Parking and car abandonment 1 
    

1 

Freight mobility 
 

1 
   

1 
**The shaded rows with bold text are subtopics made up of an aggregation of related topics consolidated through the data analysis process, the bulleted lists are the 

aggregated topics. 

Table 19. Housing Subtopics by Meeting Location and Vision Wall  

Housing Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle 

Elum 
Ellensburg Vantage 

Vison 
Wall 

Total 

Range of housing types 2 4 6 2 0 14 

 Good range of housing types 
   

1 
 

1 

 Single family homes 
  

1 
  

1 

 Innovative housing options for all income 
levels   

1 
  

1 

 University housing 
  

1 
  

1 

 Lack of rental opportunities 
 

1 
   

1 

 Worker - employee housing 1 1 
   

2 

 Important for getting people to stay in the 
County   

1 
  

1 

 Issues with seasonal housing 1 
    

1 

 Senior housing only available in urban areas 
  

1 
  

1 

 Need more supplement housing next to urban 
  

1 
  

1 

 Provide a range of housing types 
 

2 
   

2 

 Apartments for non-student residents  
   

1 
 

1 

Affordable housing 1 5 8 2 0 16 

 Affordable housing options good outside of 
   

1 
 

1 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Housing Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle 

Elum 
Ellensburg Vantage 

Vison 
Wall 

Total 

urban areas 

 Increasing gap between low and high income 
levels   

2 
  

2 

 Ellensburg expensive compared to 
surrounding areas   

1 
  

1 

 Cost increase related to building supplies 
  

1 
  

1 

 Housing costs too high - not in align with 
wages   

3 
  

3 

 Need affordable housing near Snoqualmie 
Pass 

1 
    

1 

 Affordable housing for first time homebuyers 
  

1 
  

1 

 Need to define affordable 
 

1 
   

1 

 Affordable compared to west side - not 
compared to anywhere else  

1 
   

1 

 Current poor management of affordable 
housing  

1 
   

1 

 Affordable housing should be developer 
responsibility  

1 
   

1 

 Provide affordable/low-income housing to 
urban areas  

1 
   

1 

 Affordable housing is for working folks 
   

1 
 

1 

Unconventional housing (e.g. Tiny houses) 1 1 2 1 0 5 

 Continue to allow tiny houses - good option 
for alternative residence, second homes, and 
Recreation 

  
1 1 

 
2 

 Define tiny houses - what form? Trailers or 
other? 

1 
    

1 

 Unconventional housing in UGA only 
 

1 
   

1 

 Smaller homes - urban areas, cluster/density 
bonuses   

1 
  

1 

Low-income housing 0 0 0 1 0 1 

 Low-income is more for those needing 
assistance    

1 
 

1 

Homelessness 0 0 2 1 0 3 

 Not a large homeless issue 
   

1 
 

1 

 Unique homeless situation 
  

1 
  

1 

 Funding for homeless 
  

1 
  

1 

Accessory dwelling units 0 2 2 1 0 5 

 Promote Accessory dwelling units 
 

1 2 
  

3 

 Accessory dwelling units with specific 
definition (not doubling densities)  

1 
   

1 

 Accessory dwelling units should be allowed 
but smaller than main residence    

1 
 

1 

Recreational/second homes 1 2 2 1 0 6 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Housing Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle 

Elum 
Ellensburg Vantage 

Vison 
Wall 

Total 

 Influx of recreational/second homes impacting 
home prices locally 

1 1 
   

2 

 Second homes important part of community 
 

1 
   

1 

 Growing snowbird population 
   

1 
 

1 

 Have enough recreational housing - people 
aren't interested in community   

1 
  

1 

 Energy saving - incentives for updates 
  

1 
  

1 

Housing quality 1 0 2 0 0 3 

 Housing conditions analysis 
  

1 
  

1 

 Quality housing 
  

1 
  

1 

 Overcrowded housing 1 
    

1 

Land use considerations 0 1 0 0 0 1 

 Infill is a challenge 
 

1 
   

1 

Public services 0 1 2 0 0 3 

 West side competition for housing, jobs, 
school   

1 
  

1 

 School considerations 
 

1 
   

1 

 Concerns about adequate transportation 
resources to smaller communities   

1 
  

1 

**The shaded rows with bold text are subtopics made up of an aggregation of related topics consolidated through the data analysis process, the bulleted lists are the 

aggregated topics. 

Table 20. Land Use Subtopics by Meeting Location and Vision Wall  

Land Use Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle 

Elum 
Ellensburg Vantage 

Vision 
Wall 

Total 

Urban/rural division of land 3 0 1 0 1 5 

 City of Kittitas growth at exit 15 
    

1 1 

 Coordination in UGAs 1 
    

1 

 Encourage urban areas around I-90 1 
    

1 

 Nice how spaced out the County is 1 
    

1 

 Non-expansion of urban areas 
  

1 
  

1 

Density 0 3 2 1 0 6 

 Sprawl is hard to address 
  

1 
  

1 

 Mitigation for higher density parceling 
 

1 
   

1 

 Limit density to urban areas - don't allow 
sprawl  

2 1 1 
 

4 

Land use regulations 2 2 5 6 1 16 

 Appropriate placement for all uses 
  

1 
  

1 

 Balance of residential/commercial/industrial 
uses    

1 
 

1 

 Fire concerns - development in timberlands 
  

1 
  

1 

 Looking at past to resolve & take care of 
future  

1 
   

1 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Land Use Subtopics 
Snoqualmie 

Pass 
Cle 

Elum 
Ellensburg Vantage 

Vision 
Wall 

Total 

 Historic preservation 
 

1 
   

1 

 Good diversity of land uses 1 
    

1 

 Confusion over setback implementation 1 
    

1 

 Code enforcement in the cities 
    

1 1 

 Merit based planning policies (e.g. Suncadia) 
   

1 
 

1 

 Land use stay the same - avoid 
appeals/lawsuit   

1 
  

1 

 Provide small lots in rural areas 
   

1 
 

1 

 Zoning=control 
   

1 
 

1 

 Pattern of lot sizes (e.g. Roslyn and Cle Elum)    
1 

 
1 

 Proximity to city, recreation, diverse uses and 
center of state    

1 
 

1 

 Mixed land use - walkability, commercial 
service neighborhood   

1 
  

1 

 Land use regulation to implement values   
1 

  
1 

Balance of commercial and residential uses 0 0 1 1 0 2 

 Adequate diversity for existing population 
  

1 
  

1 

 Commercial vs Residential uses 
   

1 
 

1 

Industrial and manufacturing land uses 0 2 7 2 0 11 

 Use of commercial/industrial uses near I-
90/highways   

1 
  

1 

 More industry/manufacturing 
   

1 
 

1 

 Commercial/industrial away from farms 
  

1 
  

1 

 Encourage industrial & manufacturing for 
economic growth  

2 3 1 
 

6 

 Marijuana rule - industrial is the right location, 
easy to control/manage   

1 
  

1 

 Underutilized industrial land 
  

1 
  

1 

Connectivity/circulation 0 0 1 1 0 2 

 Well connected neighborhoods 
  

1 
  

1 

 Connection to area 
   

1 
 

1 
**The shaded rows with bold text are subtopics made up of an aggregation of related topics consolidated through the data analysis process, the bulleted lists are the 

aggregated topics. 

 



 
 

COMMUNITY PLANNING  BUILDING INSPECTION  PLAN REVIEW  ADMINISTRATION  PERMIT SERVICES  CODE ENFORCEMENT 

MARCH 10, 2016            PAGE 41 OF 42 

Kittitas County Visioning Summary Appendix E 

 

                                                                                                                                                                         

“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Appendix E – Communication Methods 
 

Table 21. How did you hear about this event?  

Communication method Snoqualmie Pass Cle Elum Ellensburg Vantage 

Facebook 2 
  

1 

Presentation 1 1 2 
 

Flyer 1 1 3 
 

Newspaper Ad 
 

2 4 1 

Radio Ad 
    

Calendar of events 
    

Email notification 
 

3 5 
 

County website 
   

1 

Word of mouth 1 2 10 4 

Other 1 1 9 1 

 
Additional comments: 
Flyer at Snoqualmie Pass Fire Station 
Postcards at Senior Center in Cle Elum 
Cle Elum-Roslyn School District sent out an email alert 
Chamber of Commerce 
In class at Central Washington University 
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“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

Appendix F – Other Comments Received 
 

Table 22. Summary Table of Comments Received 

Comments Received Method of submittal Response 

Area needs to be more like Leavenworth. Needs 
economic growth. Need water rights 
reviewed/revised. Need land zone/use reconsidered. 

Comment box at visioning meeting 
Added to visioning meeting notes 
and incorporated into data analysis. 

What have you done in Vantage in the past 19 
years? 

Comment box at visioning meeting 
Discussed in person at visioning 
meeting. 

 


