
KITTTTAS COT'NTY
PT'BLIC WORKS STT'DY SESSION MINUTES

coMMrssIoNERS ' AI'DITORTLIM, 205 wEsT sTH ROOM 1Og
Regular Meeting

MOIIDAY 1:30 pM

Board members present: Chairman Brett Wachsmith,
Osiadacz, and Commissioner Cory Vfright.

FEBRUARY 12, 2024

Vice Chairman Laura

others: Josh Fredrickson, Arden Thomas, Rebecca cruse, public works;
Jamey Ayling, Jessi-ca Milrer, community Development services; 1
member of the public.

At 1:30 PM Chairman Brett V'tachsmit-h opened the public Works
Session.

Study

PUBLIC COMMENT

.fessica Karraker shared the experience she had with Code Enforcement.

KITTITAS COUNTY WATER MITIGATION FOR UPPER COT'NTY EMERGENCY
oPERATIONS CENTER/SSARCH AtiID RESCUE FACILTTY

Arden Thomas requested the Board of Count.y Commissioners support toauthorize water rnitigation for the new upper county Emergency
operations,/search and Rescue Facility. The Board of couniy
Commissioners supported the effort to secure water rights for thefacility and directed staff to bring forward enabling documents.

WASHINGTON STATE DEPARIT\IENT OF TRNiISPORTATfON VAI\ITAGE INTERCIIAIIeE
PROPERTY

Josh Fredrickson briefed the Board of County commissioners on
communications with Washington State Department of Transportation
(wsDor) regarding property ad;acent to the Vantage Boat Ramp. wsDor
desires an easement to access their land with the intent of using itfor staging during the Vantage Bridge construction. Discussion was
held on alternative access to the property and Staff was directed to
move forward in negot.iations so that WSDOT may attain an easement
during construction.

SHORT TERM RENTAI, COMMITTEE

Josh Fredrickson requested direction from the Board of county
Commissioners on requirements for the Short Term Rental Committee
Applicants. The Board of County Commissioner's directed staff to vetall applj-cants for code enforcement cases and assess for ful-l--time
residency in Kittitas County using voting records.
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PUGET SOT ND ENERGY OPER.ATIONAL CIIAI.IGE

,Josh Fredrickson briefed the Board of County Commissioners on puget
Sound Energy (PSE) proposed operational changes addressing wildfire
risk. Josh Fredrickson stated this incl-uded "public safety emergency
power shut-off" that coufd be isolated based on risks associated or
affect up to 15,000 residents in Kittitas county. Arden Thomas was
asked if this was included in the Hazard Mitigation p]an, and she
stated that PSE has been invited to participate in development of the
plan. Discussion pursued and the Board directed staff to let
resident.s know dates when pSE witl have public outreach.

AI{NUAL BRTDGE INSPECTION REPORT

Josh Fredrj-ckson briefed the Board of County Commissioners on bridge
inspections and cl-assification in Kittitas County and stated that
Pubfic Works Staff also inspects bridges for municipalities in the
county incl-uding Kittitas, cl-e El-um, and Ellensburg. commissioner
cory wright commended staff for their dedication to inspecting
critical- infrastructure.

Meeting concluded al 2:04 pM
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