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2017 Budget Narrative
Kittitas County — FLOOD CONTROL ZONE DISTRICT

Total Flood Control Zone District Fund -$2,641,659

The Flood Control Zone District (FCZD) Fund provides the financial resources needed to reduce flood damage through
activities including flood warning and emergency response, floodplain management, property acquisition, basin-wide flood
planning, and the identification, engineering, and construction of capital projects that address flooding problems. The district
is staffed by Public Works employees. When necessary, staff will request assistance from various professional consultants

for more complex projects.

The Flood Control Zone District was formed in July 2012 and funding was approved by the voters during the November

2012 General Election. To achieve its goals, the district focuses on the following tasks.

Floodplain Management is required in order to keep our floodplains safe and avoid development that will cause damage
to private property and public infrastructure. Primarily, this focus is on residential development within the floodplain, but
also important is the management of other development activities within the floodplain, such as filling and grading. This
task also includes managing the county’s involvement in the National Flood Insurance Program. Involvement in the
program allows county residents to purchase flood insurance and the county to receive disaster assistance after a
presidentially declared disaster. The County joined the Community Rating System in 2015. Participation in the program

allows residents living in the floodplain reduced insurance premiums.

Planning is necessary in order to identify and prioritize flood alleviation and habitat enhancement projects. The district
has been successful in receiving grant funding to perform assessments of Manastash Creek, the lower Yakima River and
the Naneum, Wilson and Cherry Creek Watershed. These assessments identify flood hazard protection projects within

the study areas and guide investments of the district. Ongoing planning efforts will identify priority projects countywide

in the years to come.

Flood Fighting capabilities are improved. Local money is available immediately if needed. The district will focus on
improving response coordination between local, state and federal agencies, and authority to fight flooding that occurs

outside the road rights-of-way is increased.

Mitigation reduces the risk and potential damage of future flooding. Mitigation will focus on fixing areas subject to
repeated damage and repair, and securing grants to perform the mitigation projects.

General Administration: $422,500

The district general administration budget funds administrative services provided by Public Works staff and consultants.

These services include project administration, finance, training, public outreach, mapping, and National Flood Insurance
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Program coordination. The 2017 budget provides for remapping a portion of the Whiskey Creek 100 year floodplain using
innovative mapping technology. Providing FEMA acceptance of our mapping approach, wide scale remapping may be
possible at significant cost savings to rate payers.

Flood Control Zone District Administration: $5,000

A citizen advisory board is contemplated for 2017. The Board would work with District staff defining project rating/ ranking
criteria developing the first capital facility plan for the District. Budget is set aside for incidental expenses associated with
Board meetings.

Floodplain Management Program - $34,000

On May 5, 1981, Kittitas County joined the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). By joining the NFIP, the county
agreed to enforce federal regulations pertaining to development within the special flood hazard areas shown on FEMA’s
Flood Insurance Rate Maps.

In exchange for enforcing the regulations, the county is eligible to receive disaster assistance from FEMA after a
presidentially declared disaster, and residents are able to purchase flood insurance. Because most mortgages or home equity
loans for property within the floodplain require the purchase of flood insurance, residents are able to buy, sell and build on
property within the floodplain. County regulations can be found in KCC 14.08. State regulations are found in RCW 86.16.
Federal regulations are in 44 CFR.

Flood Control Fund Planning: $366,786

Planning and data acquisition are integral parts of the Flood Control Zone District. The district must be guided by a
Comprehensive Flood Hazard Management Plan. Rather than perform a complete update of the county’s current plan,
adopted in 1996, the district pursues a watershed by watershed approach. Completion of the Nanuem, Wilson, Cherry Creeks
assessment in 2017 affords additional priority projects for implementation — joining Manastash Creek and the lower Yakima

River project listings.

Flood Control Fund Regional EOC, Post Emergency Recovery Operations -
$5,000

During a flood emergency, the Emergency Operations Center will open. This budget item will fund time assisting the EOC
with the flood event and during post recovery operations. Sand and sandbags for the public during any high water event are
also funded by the budget item.

Levy Maintenance - $105,000

Maintenance also includes work done to the county’s levees. The levees must be kept to a certain standard to remain on the
Army Corps of Engineer’s PL84-99 system. Damage to the Schaake and Klocke levees occurred in November 2015. As a
result, the District is partnering with the United States Department

Partnership with WSDOT — Water Resource Project - $5,000

The county is working with a consultant to identify opportunities working with WSDOT identifying potential for cooperation

on several water resource projects.
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Maintenance - $328,250

In 2016, the district has budgeted $10,000 to complete smaller maintenance projects to improve the flow of water due to
invasive trees, as well as other maintenance projects that will reduce the risk and damage from flooding. Approximately
$328,250 is set aside in 2017 supporting the City of Cle Elum’s efforts restoring Hanson Pond that has been repeatedly
damaged by high flow events from the Yakima River. The bulk of project funding is provided by a FEMA mitigation grant.

Surface Water Management: $5,000

The benefit of the Flood Control Zone District is the ability to work outside of the road rights-of-way. This allows the county
to address the root of the problem, rather than just mitigate it. Because most projects will occur in or around bodies of water,
planning and permitting of the projects become more complex and engineering and studies may be required. The district has
budgeted $5,000 to assist the City of Ellensburg with setting back a levee impacting a portion Reecer Creek.

Property Acquisition: $893,564

Property acquisition is one of the best ways to mitigate flood risks, because all risk are removed from the property. The
district has been awarded a grant from the Salmon Recovery Funding Board to purchase one property and three conservation
easements along Manastash Creek. The Salmon Recovery Funding Board was able to fund this project due to the potential of
high quality salmon habitat that could be created after removing the structures, and the high quality habitat that will be
protected. The acquisition of approximately 55 acres of flood risk property at Ringer Loop Road is being funded with
Yakima Basin Integrated Planning money.

Litigation: $2,000
The District maintains a minimal amount of funding in the event that legal opinions are required during the year such as
validation of levee legal descriptions and associated access issues.

Capital Outlay: $300,000

The District anticipates implementing the first phase of its Capital Facility Plan in 2017. The plan is anticipated summer of
2017. Construction of identified improvements is unlikely though work on environmental permitting is anticipated.

Reserved Funds and Ending Fund Balance: $169,560

The Flood Control Zone District reserves funding for matching requirements on future grants, future maintenance projects

and funding future capital projects.

County Flood Fund Revenue: $2,641,659

A portion of Flood Control Zone District funds come from the district’s levy. In addition to those revenue sources, we also

receive federal and state grants.
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