


From: Marc T. Eylar [mailto:marc.eylar@co.kittitas.wa.us]
Sent: Monday, August 09, 2010 10:37 AM

To: 'Nichole,Seidell@ch2m.com’

Cc: Anna Nelson

Subject: Comments for Veg Plan (sorry for delay)

Comments on the Vegetation Management Plan are below:

7.2 Operations and Maintenance BMPs and Mitigation Measures

7.2.4 Noxious Weed Control

The foljowing BMPs for noxious weed control will be presented to the Kittitas County

Noxious Weed Control Board (NWCB). The Veg Mgt Pian was not presented to our office. ... did not view it untif i
hecame involved with the Tree Replacement TAC. That is neither here nor there, but that is why these comments were
not presented earlier.

« Weed monitoring and any necessary control efforts will be completed annually.

« Ground application of herbicides will be with a dripless wand applicator carried over

the site either on foot in a backpack sprayer or in a tank on a rubber-tired all-terrain vehicle (ATV). Herbicide(s) used will
be limited to types that do not move through the soil and whose affect is immediate but short-lived. Herbicide(s) used wil
be approved

for use near or in wetlands to avoid unintentional affects to aquatic species. These specifications would severely limit
your toolbox when it comes to herbicide applications. According to those specs. you couldn’t app ly from a truck or make
any hooi applications fron any vehicle. And limiting it to short-lived herbicides does not necessarily make it “safer” or
more environmentaly friendly. The project area is 982 acres with a large variance in soil type, existing vegetation cover,
amount of water present. etc. Herbicide choice shouid be based on the target species and the site location.

« Herbicide mixes will be colored with dye to aid in post-application monitoring.

« The first pass of each application will be made parallel to the buffer zones in such a way

that chemicals cannot drift into the buffers, Certain chemicals are approved within buffer zones if spot spraying for the
purpose of noxious weed management. Iam not saying you would necessarily need to use chemicals within the buffer
zones, but it should be an option it needed.

« Wetland buffers will be maintained and are described in detail in Attachment B, Wetland
Delineation Report.

Marc Eylar

Assistant Coordinator
KCNWCB
509-962-7007 Office



509-929-7308 Mobile
marc.eylari@co Kittitas. wa.us

Notice: All emall sent Lo this address will be received by the Kittitas County
emadl systen ard may be subject fo public disclosure under Chapter 42,86
ROW and to archiving and review.

message d: 35eb4a581Gebdobdacz4bbi7 194004014



From: Marc T. Eylar [mailto:marc.eylar@co.kittitas.wa.us]
Sent: Monday, August 09, 2010 10:40 AM

To: Anna Nelson

Subject: FW: TSR TAC Meetmg Notes- 5/18/10

Response from Botanist.

Marc

From: Nichole.Seidell@ch2m.com [mailto:Nichole.Seidell@ch2m.com]
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2010 3:29 PM

To: Marc T. Eylar

Subject: FW: TSR TAC Meeting Notes- 5/18/10

see below

From: O'Neill, Peggy/PDX

Sent: Monday, June 21, 2010 3:26 PM

To: Seidell, Nichole/PDX; Storey, Renee/PDX
Subject: RE: TSR TAC Meeting Notes- 5/18/10

Nichole,

I looked back through my field notes and we did identify some plant as rush skeletonweed in several areas of the
site. There is always the possibility that T identified it incorrectly, but I am generally pretty accurate. Scotch
broom is definitely there,

Peggy

Pegoy O'Neill, PWS3

Senior Project Technotogist

CHZM Hill

2020 5y dth Ave,

Suite 300

Fortland. OR 97201-4953
Direct 503.672 4652
Mokile 503.708.7722

Fax 503.736 2000

www. ch2miifl.com

From: Marc T. Eytar [mailto:marc.eylar@co kittitas.wa.us]
Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 1:30 PM



To: Seidell, Nichole/PDX
Subject; RE: TSR TAC Meeting Notes- 5/18/10

QOkay, well that makes it easy.

So first off, can § get 2 map and/or database of the survey that was compteted. Two species in particular caught my eye
in the list of species found: Scotch Broom and Rush Skeletonweed. 1can see 5B being on the site, and it would be a big
prierity for control; but RS on the site would not seem very likely (but possible). It would be a BUGE priority if it was
indeed located on the site.

second: our office would like to have periodic access to the site for the purpose of noxious weed surveys (I can contact
Jeff Jones regarding this as well) and aiso would be willing to offer control (our cost) on certain high priority species if we
receive permission to make herbicide applications on site. We already have a standing agreement with Jeff Jones
concerning herbicide applications on American Forest property.

Finally, | had a coupte commaents regarding the Veg Plan but can’t seem to find my copy from the meeting. Could you
send me another capy to jog my memary.

Thanks Nichole.

Marc

From: Nichole.Seidell@ch2m.com [mailto:Nichole.Seidell@ch2m.com]
Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 1:16 PM

To: Marc T. Eylar
Subject: RE: TSR TAC Meeting Notes- 5/18/10

That would be me. Thanks, Marc.

From: Marc T. Eylar [mailto:marc.eylar@co. kittitas.wa.us]
Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 1:15 PM

To: Seidell, Nichole/PDX

Subject: RE: TSR TAC Meeting Notes- 5/18/10

Hi Nichole, who would | talk to with TSR about comments concerning the Vegetation Management Plan, the weed/plant
survey that was done, and an agreement to access the site throughout the year for the purposes of noxicus weed
surveys.

Thanks.

Marc Eylar

Assistant Coordinator
KCNWC(CB

508-962-7007 Office
508-201-56158 Mobile
marc.eyiar@co.kittitas.wa.us

From: Nichole Seidell@ch2m.com [mailte:Nichole.Seideli@ch2m.com]
Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 1:08 PM



To: anelson@GordonDerr.com; Brenda Larsen; Kirk Holmes; howard@sawtoothdg.com; jjones@forestlic.com;
Jay.Lorenz@ch2m.com; Marc T. Eylar; MattS@strategies360.com; MARTIN.MAUNEY@dnr.wa.gov;
William.Meyer@dfw.wa.gov; Travis.Nelson@dfw.wa.gov

Subject: TSR TAC Meeting Notes- 5/18/10

TSR TAC,

Draft meeting minutes from the May 18" meeting are attached for you review. Please provide edits/comments to Jay
Lorenz by June 4. We will make the meeting minutes final after your review.

Thank you for your participation and valuable contributions to the TAC.
Nichole

Nichole Seidell
CHZM HILL

2020 SW Fourth Ave
Portland, OR 87201
503.329.2543 (cell)
503.872.4803 (office)
503.736.2000 (fax)
nseidell@chZm.com
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From: Marc T. Eylar [mailto:marc.eylar@co.kittitas.wa.us]
Sent: Monday, August 09, 2010 10:40 AM

To: Anna Nelson

Subject: FW: TSR TAC Meeting Notes- 5/18/10

And here were Nicholes responses to a couple other questions I had.

Mar¢

From: Nichole.Seidell@ch2m.com [mailto:Nichole.Seideli@ch2m.com]
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2010 3:06 PM

To: Marc T, Eylar

Subject: RE: TSR TAC Meeting Notes- 5/18/10

Hi Marc,

See the responses below.

From: Marc T. Eylar [mailto:marc.eylar@co.kittitas.wa.us]
Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 1:30 PM

To: Seidell, Nichole/PDX

Subject: RE: TSR TAC Meeting Notes- 5/18/10

Okay, well that makes it easy.

$o first off, can | get a map and/or database Qf the survey that was completed. Attached please see the sensitive
species report which was submitted with the August 2009 SEPA/CUP to the County. Two species in particular caught my
eye in the list of species found: Scotch Broom and Rush Skeletonweed. | can see 58 being on the site, and it would be a
big priority for control; but RS on the site would not seem very likely {but possible). It would be a HUGE priority if it was
indeed located on the site. | am waiting for a response back from our botanists on this.

Second: our office would like 1o have periodic access to the site for the purpose of noxious weed surveys {1 can contact
Jeff Jones regarding this as well} and also wouid be willing to offer control (our cost) on certain high priority species if we
receive permission to make herbicide applications on site. We already have a standing agreement with jeff Jones
concerning herbicide applications on American Forest property. | am checking with the client on this.

Finally, f had a couple comments regarding the Veg Plan but can’t seem to find my copy from the meeting. Could you
send me another copy to jog my memory. See the attached from the February 2010 SEPS/CUP Supplement that TSR
submitted to the County.

Thanks Nichole.



Marc

From: Nichole.Seidell@ch2m.com [mailto:Nichole.Seidell@ch2m.com]
Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 1:16 PM

To: Marc T. Eylar

Subject: RE: TSR TAC Meeting Notes- 5/18/10

That wouid be me. Thanks, Marc.

From: Marc T. Eylar [mailto:marc.eylar@co.kittitas.wa.us]
Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 1:15 PM

To: Seidell, Nichole/PDX

Subject: RE; TSR TAC Meeting Notes- 5/18/10

Hi Nichole, who would | talk to with TSR about comments concerning the Vegetation Management Plan, the weed/plant
survey that was done, and an agreement to access the site throughout the year for the purposes of noxious weed
surveys.

Thanks.

Marc Eyiar

Assistant Coordinator
KCNWCB

5006-962-7007 Office
509-201-6158 Mobile
marc.eylar@co.kittitas,wa.us

From: Nichole.Seidell@ch2m.com [mailto:Nichole.Seidell@ch2m.com]

Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 1:08 PM

To: anelson@GordonDerr.com; Brenda Larsen; Kirk Holmes; howard@sawtoothdg.com; jjones@forestlic.com;
Jay.Lorenz@ch2m.com; Marc T, Eylar; MattS@strategies360.com; MARTIN.MAUNEY@dnr.wa.gov;
William.Meyer@dfw.wa.gov; Travis.Nelson@dfw.wa.gov

Subject: TSR TAC Meeting Notes- 5/18/10

TSR TAC,
Draft meeting minutes from the May 18" meeting are attached for you review. Please provide edits/comments to Jay
Lorenz by June 4. We will make the meeting minutes final after your review.

Thank you for your participation and vatuable contributions to the TAC.
Nichole

Nichole Seidell
CH2M HILL

2020 SW Fourth Ave
Portland, OR 87201
503.329.2543 (cel)
503.872.4803 (office}



503.736.2000 {fax)
nseidell@ch2m.com
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TEANAWAY SOLAR RESERVE, KITTITAS COUNTY, WASHINGTON
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PLAN

1.0 Introduction

Teanaway Solar Reserve, LLC (TSR) proposes to construct an array of solar collection panels
ont 477 acres of privately held land near Cle Elum, Washington. (See Appendix A, Figure 1.)
The proposed solar panel project site would be constructed on land leased from American
Forest Holdings, LLC, which is managed and operated by American Forest Land Company,
LLC of Ellensburg, Washington. The total leased parcel covers 982 acres (proposed project
area). This Vegetation Management Plan (Plan) was developed in order to avoid or alleviate
impacts to vegetation resources that are expected to result from the project and to provide
TSR with guidance during and after construction for the management of vegetation
resources within the proposed project area.

The proposed project site currently contains important habitat for wildlife, particularly elk,
and supports a high diversity of native plant species. For this reason, this management plan
uses many conservation and mitigation measures defined for the wind power industry by
the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) (2009).

This Plan also provides mitigation goals for offsetting the expected reduction in carbon-
sequencing conifers with project implementation. Tree seedlings will be planted in nearby
conservation easement lands and/ or riparian corridors along degraded areas of the
Teanaway River to mitigate for the permanent loss of tree cover under panels and facilities.

1.1 Site Location

The proposed project site is located approximately 4 miles northeast of Cle Elum,
Washington, in Township 20N, Range 16E, within Sections 22, 23, and 27 (see Appendix A,
Figure 2). The site is located on the eastern slopes of the Cascade Mountains on Cle Flum
Ridge, which runs generally from east to west at elevations ranging from approximately
2,200 to 2,600 feet. The Teanaway River is approximately 1 mile to the northeast of Cle Elum
Ridge. The site is accessed from Highway 970 by way of County roads such as Red Bridge
Road (see SEPA Checklist Attachment J, Figure 3), private roads such as Loping Lane, and
public roads that are privately maintained such as Wiehl Road.

The proposed project area consists of 982 acres. Based on site surveys, the project will utilize
approximately 477 acres within the proposed project area. The remaining acres are currently
undeveloped open space.

The Teanaway River is approximately 1 mile to the northeast of Cle Elum Ridge. The
Teanaway River is the largest naturally flowing tributary in the Upper Yakima Basin, It
supports populations of spring chinook salmon, steelhead, and bull frout. Several reaches of
the Teanaway River and its tributaries do not meet Washington State’s numeric water
quality standards for stream temperature and several segments of the Teanaway River have
been placed on Washington State’s 303(d) list of impaired water bodies.

In general, the proposed project area is open ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa) forest with a
mixed bunchgrass-forb understory. A few areas support wetlands and aspen groves,
Habitat across the proposed project areas is rated as Category II by the WDFW. (Class I and
Class II habitats are considered the highest priorities for current statewide conservation
action in Washington. Class I habitats have a greater number of associated Species of

ES021010193130PDX 1



TEANAWAY SOLAR RESERVE, KITTITAS COUNTY, WASHINGTON
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PLAN

Greatest Conservation Need [SGCN] than the Class Il habitats and Class II habitats have a
greater number of associated SGCN than the Class III habitats. Class IV habitats are
generally low-value habitats, and this is the only class that generally requires no mitigation
for impacts.) The proposed project area supports elk herds, at least seasonally, and is
considered habitat for elk and deer.

1.2 Purpose and Intent

The purpose of the proposed project is to generate up to 75 direct current megawatt (MWdc)
of photovoltaic (PV) solar energy for distribution to utilities and communities seeking to
optimize their renewable and sustainable energy sources. The project was conceived in
response to the growing need for sustainable energy sources and the State of Washington’s
Renewable Electricity Standard, Revised Code of Washington (RCW) Title 19, mandate that
by the year 2020, the state’s largest electric utilities meet 15 percent of their retail electric
load with renewable electricity (for example, wind and solar energy). The standard first
takes effect in 2012 with a requirement of 3 percent through 2015, then 9 percent from 2016
through 2019 and 15 percent thereafter.

Oregon and California have adopted similar standards. Depending on the commercial terms
available for the power sales, the utilities that may buy the power from the project could
change over time.

TSR proposes to develop the site with key components described below to maximize its
solar energy potential, based on its commitment to providing renewable energy and
becoming the leading (in terms of energy production and environmentally sensitive
development and management of its solar production site) sustainable energy production
location in North America. The following factors will be analyzed to determine optimal
location within the site defined below:

o Significant solar radiation (insolation})

¢ Site accessibility

» Avoidance of environmentally sensitive areas
o Limited visibility from offsite locations

All utility-scale solar energy facilities require relatively large areas for solar radiation
collection when used to generate electricity at a commercial scale, and the large arrays of
solar collectors may interfere with natural sunlight, rainfall, and drainage, which could have
a variety of effects on plants and animals. Proper siting decisions and conservation
mitigation measures described in this Plan were developed to help avoid land disturbance
and land use impacts and to mitigate for unavoidable impacts to vegetation.

1.21  Key Project Components

The proposed project will consist of the following key components:
e - Solar modules

e Field inverters

¢ Field transformers
e Electrical conductors

2 ESOZ1010153130PDX



TEARAWAY SOLAR RESERVE, KITTITAS COUNTY, WASHINGTON
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PLAN

Electrical substation and switchyard

Operations and maintenance (O&M)} building supervisory control and data acquisition
(SCADA) system

Overhead interconnection transmission line

Access and maintenance roads

Key components are described in more detail in the project description section of the
Expanded SEPA Checklist.

1.3

Goals and Objectives

To meet the purpose and intent of this Plan, goals, and objectives were developed to guide
vegetation management activities related to project construction and solar production O&M.
These goals and objectives for vegetation management are described below:

1.3.1 Vegetation Maintenance

Maintain, preserve, and restore the diversity of herbaceous native plant species within
the proposed project site,

— Objective: Woody vegetation removal and ongoing management will be necessary
to prevent interference with solar collectors. Measures will be implemented to
protect herbaceous plant cover on site, including under collectors, to the fullest
extent possible in order to retain high carbon sequencing potential for the site, to
avoid extreme changes in hydrological infiltration-runoff ratio, to protect wildlife
forage, and to maintain vegetation diversity to the greatest extent possible.

— Objective: Restoration of impacted areas, of weed control areas, and for future
decommissioning of the site will be based on native species currently on site.

Develop and maintain native plant communities that are resistant to non-native plant
invasion.

— Objective: Develop and implement construction BMPs that will prevent weed
invasion into project area and limit construction impacts to the smallest footprint
possible.

1.3.2 Revegetation

*

ES021015193130P0X

Maintain carbon sequestration potential after woody vegetation removal,

~  Objective: Develop or enhance woody vegetation on nearby parcels to offset the
negative impacts to woody vegetation from the construction of solar panels and
other facilities.

Preserve and maintain the land's aesthetic values to the fullest extent possible while
developing electrical production.

—  Objective: Provide screening around the perimeter of the project area and make
trees available for neighboring landowners to plant on their land to provide
additional screening as they see fit. These plantings will further enhance potential
carbon sequestering.



TEANAWAY SOLAR RESERVE, KITTITAS COUNTY, WASHINGTON
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PLAN

1.3.3  Agency Coordination

Through the formation of a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), present the WDFW and
the Washington Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) with a plan to provide
conservation measures that will compensate for the loss of native vegetation that will be
permanently affected by project construction and O&M without negatively impacting forest
health, fire risk, and elk habitat by overstocking trees in areas that are already high-value
forests. This would mean replacing and/ or upgrading deteriorated native vegetation
nearby.

- Objective: Present the WDFW with a plan to ensure that vegetation removal and
associated revegetation mitigation activities are consistent with, or complementary
to, objectives for weed prevention, fish and wildlife habitat, erosion control, ground
cover, riparian reserves, and fire/ fuels management. Promote the idea of a TAC with
Kittitas County, WDNR, WDFW and other stakeholders to help guide the
deliberation process for tree planting locations and stocking rates that would best
serve elk habitat values, forest health values, and fire prevention measures.
Investigate opportunities to use tree plantings along segments of the Teanaway
River that are currently listed by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as
impaired water bodies (303(d)) because of high temperatures to improve shading
and channel morphology over time.

1.34 Weed Controf

Comply with recommendations of the Washington State and Kittitas County Weed Control
Boards for Region 6 Class A, B, and C weeds, which require land owners within weed-
control districts to protect and preserve the land and resources from the degrading impact
of noxious weeds.

- Objective: Reduce cover of noxious weeds. Restore cover by native plant species in
areas of temporary disturbance. Maintain a clean, healthy environment with diverse
native plant assemblages that resemble current conditions.

1.4 Summary of Plan Implementation Actions

The intent of the Plan is to provide Teanaway Solar Reserve, WDFW, WDNR, and Kittitas
County with the information needed to evaluate vegetation management activities
associated with proposed project construction and operations and maintenance activities.
The Plan will ultimately provide Teanaway Solar Reserve with information needed to
implement vegetation management activities for the project over the long term.

This Plan is neither a fiscal nor a funds obligation document. Any endeavor involving
reimbursement or contributions of funds between Teanaway Solar Reserve and other
stakeholders relative to the Plan will be handled in accordance with applicable laws,
regulations, and procedures including those for government procurement and printing. This
Plan does not provide such authority.

The Plan consists of three separate but inter-related elements of implementation; each deals
with a specific aspect of vegetation management:

4 E5021010193130PDX



TEANAWAY SOLAR RESERVE, KITTITAS COUNTY, WASHINGTON
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PLAN

1. Vegetation Maintenance - describes measures for the routine removal and disposal of
vegetation that interferes with safe and effective project construction and long-term
operations, while protecting herbaceous vegetation on the site.

2. Noxious Weed Prevention and Control - prescribes methods for the prevention
and control of noxious weeds in the project boundary.

3. Revegetation - ouflines the measures to replace woody vegetation that will be removed
from the project site by planting woody vegetation on other appropriate locations. It also
discusses the procedure for revegetating abandoned road segments. Revegetation
includes replanting all areas disturbed during construction. It also describes activities
for decommissioning the project site.

2.0 Planning and Coordination

Implementation of the Plan is the primary responsibility of TSR. However, since much of
the project is located in the leased land and habitat concerns for elk are important, other
stakeholders have important roles in its implementation through the consultation process.
The proposed solar panel project site is on land leased from American Forest Holdings,
LLC, which is managed and operated by American Forest Land Company, LLC (AFL) of
Ellensburg, Washington. Conservation easements for sections for impacted uplands nearby
and for impaired segments of the Teanaway River will be investigated in coordination with
Kittitas County, WDFW and WDNR, Assessment of the suitability of all potential mitigation
replanting sites for elk would include consultation with WDFW.

2.1 Permits and Authorizations

Table 1 outlines the permits and authorizations required to construct the proposed project.
Several of these permits involve vegetation avoidance or management.

ES021010193130PDX
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TEANAWAY SOLAR RESERVE, KITTITAS COUNTY, WASHINGTON
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PLAN

2.2 Summary of Construction Activities and Components

Site preparation will consist of clearing the existing vegetation only in those areas where
construction, grading, and road improvements will occur. Site preparation will be limited to
maintenance roads, the O&M facility, the substation, and the solar facility. Once the site is
prepared, the installation of foundations, trackers, modules, inverter pads and enclosures,
and substation foundation can begin.

2.3 Site Clearing and Grading

The project area will require clearing to address the potential for damage to the project from
blown down trees, decreased power efficiency of the solar modules because of shading, the
risk of fire from fuel buildup within the project area, and the need to create a 100-foot
firebreak along the project's perimeters as described below. To clear the site for installing the
project facilities, trees will be harvested within the project area on an as-needed basis for
facilitating the each construction phase of the project (Table 2-1). Trees will generaily be
harvested to a stump level of 6 to 12 inches above ground level. TSR will obtain a permit
from the WDNR and contract with a professional forester to harvest these trees in
accordance with the Forest Practices Act (FPA). Because the bottoms of the solar modules
will be approximately 3 feet above grade, any vegetation taller than 3 feet or expected to
exceed 3 feet in height will be removed. Shrubs, grass, and groundcover will, to the
maximum extent practicable, remain between rows and under the solar modules.

Trees within the 100-foot firebreak will be limbed up to 12 feet, as negotiated with Kittitas
County Fire District 7. This minimizes the need to remove the entire tree, thus potentially
decreasing the visual impact to nearby landowners. Also, existing trees with a dbh of 3
inches or greater will be replanted at a 3:1 ratio. Although there is no legal requirement for
this action, TSR is committed to undertaking efforts that will further the potential long-term
sustainability of the land. These two measures will provide greater carbon sequestration,
wildlife habitat, and soil stabilization opportunities than are currently available on the site.

Construction equipment such as tractors, backhoes, loaders, dozers, and graders will be
needed to clear brush and vegetation from the site as needed, and to grade roads and
foundation locations. If the slope of the land is excessive, terracing, or retaining walls may
be required.

3.0 Existing Conditions

Five vegetation categories or habitat types were mapped for the project area based on
classification descriptions using Chappel ¢f al. (2001) and field studies performed by
CH2M HILL in the summer of 2009. These five habitat types are illustrated in Appendix A,
Figure 3

+ Ponderosa Pine Forest and Woodlands

*  Open Water —Lakes, Rivers, and Streams
s Herbaceous Wetlands

¢ Riparian

» Upland Aspen Forest
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These vegetation categories are described in more detail below. Two of the vegetation
categories described below are Washington Priority Habitats: Upland Aspen Forest and
Herbaceous Wetlands. Because these habitats comprise only a smail portion of the site,
direct impacts to these habitats from construction and operation of the project will be
avoided.

Native plant diversity is high across the project area, 66 of the 81 (81 percent} plant species
found during rare plant inventories were native species.

3.1 Ponderosa Pine Forest and Woodlands

Ponderosa Pine Forest and Woodlands vegetation is the dominant vegetation category
found on the proposed project site. The project site has been actively managed as
commercial timberlands for the past 100 years. The proposed project area was last logged in
2001-2002, leaving relatively few trees per acre and open stands of predominantly
ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa). Crown cover of larger ponderosa pine, commercial grade,
(greater than 8 inches diameter at breast height [dbh]) currently is approximately 10 to 15
percent across the proposed project site. Ponderosa pine stands growing on site are
dominated by an overstory of 50-year-old ponderosa pine trees with a subcomponent of
Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii) trees. Saplings of both species are present in the
understory.

The understory is dominated by a mixture of native bunchgrass species, including Idaho
fescue (Festuca idahoensis), bluebunch wheatgrass (Pseudoroegneria spicata), squirreltail
(Elymus elymoides), and western wheatgrass (Pascopyruni smithii). Common native forbs in
the understory are arrowleaf balsamroot (Balsamorhiza sagittata), yarrow (Achillea
millefolium), sitky lupine (Lupinus spp.), sticky purple geranium (Geranium viscossinunt), and
Oregon checkermallow (Sidalcea oregana var. procera).

The variety of Oregon checkermallow found on site is the more common of two varieties of
this species. A second variety of this checkermallow (Sidalcea oregana var. calva) was
federally listed under the Endangered Species Act as Endangered on December 22, 1999
(64 FR 71680). Rare plant surveys completed for the proposed project site in 2009
determined that the Oregon checkermallow variety found on site is not the endangered
variety (CH2M HILL 2010).

Non-native species, such as bulbous bluegrass (Poa bulbosa), ventenata (Ventenata dubia), and
rush skeletonweed (Chondrilla juncen) are abundant in many areas. Rush skeletonweed is a
Class B noxious weed in Washington.

3.2 Open Water—Lakes, Rivers, and Streams

Several ephemeral streams and one artificially ponded area occur within the proposed
project area. Streambeds were vegetated to varying extents and all dry at the time of the
field visits (June and July 2009). Typical herbaceous grass and forb species within most dry
channels include Brewer’s navarretia (Navarretia brewerii}, poverty oatgrass (Danthonia
spicata), and small tarweed (Madin exigua). Other channels were dominated by dense shrub
and herb species including Woods’ rose (Rosa woodsit), snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus),
cinquefoil (Potentilla spp.), and Oregon checkermallow (Sidalcea oregana var. procera).
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3.3  Herbaceous Wetlands

Herbaceous wetland habitats within the survey area consist of depressional wetlands
dominated by herbaceous vegetation. Exposed soils were cracked, which is evident of
altering drying and wetting periods. Water arrives as either snowmelt or rain. These
wetlands support hydrophytic herbaceous vegetation and meet the criteria for hydric soils
and wetland hydrology. Common plant species within these wetlands were creeping
spikerush (Eleochaeris palustris), Parry’s rush (Juncus parryi), marsh cudweed (Gnaphalium
palustre), and several sedge (Carex spp.) species. The non-native, annual grass ventenata
(Ventenata dubia) had invaded most of the depressional wetlands and dominated them as
they dried. Herbaceous wetlands are located within the proposed project area boundary but
will not be impacted by project activities (see Appendix A, Figure 2).

3.4  Riparian

Riparian habitat is found adjacent to some of the ephemeral stream channels in the survey
area. Riparian habitat is located in the transitional area between the stream channel and
ponderosa pine forest, It typically consists of a dense shrub layer composed of a mixture of
oceanspray {Holodiscus discolor), mountain spiraea (Spiraea betulifolia), Woods’ rose (Rosa
woodsii), and ponderosa pine. Oregon checkermallow (Sidalceae oregana var. procera) was
often found in the understory of these areas.

3.5 Upland Aspen Forest

A small grove of aspen (Populus tremuloides) forest occurs along one drainage and around an
artificially impounded pond in the southwestern portion of the survey area. Associated
species include ponderosa pine, snowberry, and wild rose. This aspen grove is within the
proposed project area boundary, but will not be impacted by project activities as it is located
outside of the proposed project site boundary (see Appendix A, Figure 2),

4.0 Vegetation Maintenance

This section provides a set of procedures and assoctated BMPs to guide the routine removal
and disposal of vegetation during construction and during O&M. Ongoing O&M vegetation
removal will be limited to woody vegetation that could potentially interfere with safe and
effective project operations. Vegetation maintenance goals for the Plan are:

» Maintain, preserve, and restore the diversity of herbaceous native plant species within
the proposed project site,

¢ Develop and maintain native plant communities that are resistant to non-native plant
invasion.

The objectives of these goals are described in described in Section 1.4. Two general
categories of vegetation impact (described in Section 2.2 Construction Activities and
Components and Section 2.3 O&M Activities) will occur. Construction activities are likely to
be of short duration, but they will be permanent in areas where roads or structures will be
constructed. Some construction activities will have more short-term impacts, such as areas
used for staging or slash collection. O&M activities will continue to occur over the life of the
project and are long-term impacts.
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4.1  Maintain Herbaceous Plant Diversity.

Goal 1 of this plan to is to maintain, preserve, and restore the diversity of herbaceous native
plant species within the proposed project site during construction and O&M activities.
Construction BMPs are provided in Section 7.1 to avoid impacts to plants that will not be
directly and permanently removed by construction activities. These include erosion control
and temporary fencing protection. In addition, site preparation will consist of clearing the
existing vegetation only in those areas where construction, grading, and road improvements
will occur, Temporary staging and material storage areas will be located within areas that
will be required for later construction to minimize site disturbance. Site preparation will be
limited to maintenance roads, the O&M facility, the substation, and the solar facility. Once
the site is prepared, the installation of foundations, trackers, modules, inverter pads and
enclosures, and substation foundation will use built roads. Avoiding incidental impacts to
vegetation that will not be permanently impacted helps promote plant communities that are
more resistant to non-native plant invasion.

As described in Section 2.3 above, woody vegetation management will be necessary to
prevent interference with solar collectors. The bottoms of the solar modules will be
approximately 3 feet above the ground; any vegetation taller than 3 feet or expected to
exceed 3 feet in height will be removed. Approximately 10 to 15 percent of the crown cover
currently on the proposed project site is commercial-size timber {larger than 8-inch dbh).
Shrubs, grass, and groundcover will, to the maximum extent practicable, remain between
rows and under the solar modules.

Trees within the 100-foot firebreak will be limbed up to 12 feet, as negotiated with Kittitas
County Fire District 7.

Goal 2 will be discussed primarily under Section 5.0 Weed Control. However, maintaining
healthy, diverse herbaceous plant communities for carbon sequestering has the added
bonus of making the project site more resistant to non-native plant invasion.

The objective of this goal is to develop and implement construction BMPs that will prevent
weed invasion into the project area and ensure construction impacts are limited to the
smallest footprint possible.

5.0 Weed Control

Routine weed control will be required to ensure vegetation growth does not interfere with
the operation of any equipment. The frequency of visits will be determined by the growth
rate and density of the vegetation left on the site once construction is complete. TSR will
comply with the Development Agreement, included as Attachment E of the Conditional Use
Permit. TSR is also contractually bound to reclaim the site to address any damage caused by
the demolition and removal of any alterations or improvements to the site, including the
project.

While attempting to reach weed control goals and objectives, TSR will take a long-term,
integrated approach. It will strive to reduce herbicide use over the long term while making
measurable progress toward vegetation management goals over the short term. Reliance
solely upon broadleaf herbicides without additional tools would be expensive, increase
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health concerns, and ultimately lead to losses in native broadleaf diversity. An aggressive,
creative, and fully integrated management approach to weed control will be promoted.

Table 2 lists the known non-native species currently found within the project area
boundaries and the status of each as a noxious weed. This is not an exhaustive weed list and
other species may be introduced onto the site during construction. Appendix B lists all
current noxious weeds for Washington. Eradication of Class B weeds with reseeding of
native species will be implemented to contain infestations. Control of all other non-native
species from spreading and eradicating if possible is recommended in order to ease site
restoration after the project facilities are removed in the future.

Lﬁﬁf&gve Species Currently Known to Occur within the Proposed Project Area
Common Name Scientific Name Status in Recommended
Washington® Action
Common corncockle Agrostemma githago Control
European water plantain Alisma planfago-aguatica Control
Centaury Centaurium erythraea Control
Rush skeletonweed Chondrilla juncea Class B Eradicate and reseed
Ox-eye daisy Chrysanthemum leucanthemum Class B Eradicate and reseed
Bull thistie Cirsfurm vulgare Class C Control
Field bindweed/ moming glory Convoluus arvensis Class C Control
Rough hawksbeard Crepis setosa Control
Scotch broom Cylisus scoparius Class B Eradicate and reseed
Common timothy Phleum pratense Control
Buibous bluegrass Poa bulbosa Control
Self-heal Prunella vulgaris Contro
Tall buttercup Ranuncuius acris Centrol
Sheep sorrel Rumex acetosella Controi
Yeliow salsify Tragopogon dubits Control
Ventenata Ventenafa dubia Control

Notes:

 Class A Weeds: Nan-native species whose distribution in Washington is still limited. Preventing new
infestations and eradicating existing infestations are the highest priority. Eradication of all Class A plants is

required by law.

Class B Weeds: Non-native species presently limited to portions of the state. Species are designated for control
in regions where they are not yet widespread. Preventing new infastations in these areas is a high priority.
Class C Weeds: Noxiocus weeds which are afready widespread in Washington or are of special interest to {he
state’s agricultural industry. The Class C status aliows counties to enforce contro! if localiy desired.
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6.0 Revegetation

Existing trees with a diameter at breath height {dbh) of 3 inches or greater will be replanted
at a 3:1 ratio. Although there is no legal requirement for this mitigation, TSR is committed to
undertaking efforts that will further the long-term sustainability of the land. These two
measures may provide greater carbon sequestration, wildlife habitat, and soil stabilization
opportunities than are currently available onsite. On the other hand, if trees are stocked too
heavily, elk forage habitat values decrease, fire dangers increase, and forest health issues
increase. In order to address locations where these trees can be planted, TSR will coordinate
with the TAC (Kittitas County, WDNR, and WDFW),

The Forest Practices Act (FPA) requires 150 or more well-distributed, vigorous, undamaged
seedlings per acre of commercial tree species (the site is dominated by Ponderosa Pine) 3
years post harvest. As a general rule, a stand is replanted within 1 or 2 years after harvest.
Beyond this, the FPA does not have a specific stocking standard related to forest health or
fire issues. Further standards will be developed by the TAC.

6.1  Agency Coordination

TSR is forming a TAC to address mitigation for tree replacement (TAC commitment letters
are provided in Appendix C). TSR will plan and coordinate meetings between these
stakeholders to discuss and formulate a planting plan and to determine acceptable final
goals for a monitoring plan. At a minimum, the planting plan would include the following
elements:

e Determine suitable parcels for planting, both upland areas and areas along the
Teanaway River, including riparian and upland buffers will be considered.

* Define areas for ponderosa pine planting so that plantings would not result in
overstocking areas just to meet total numbers. Suitable stocking rates for ponderosa pine
forest in this area are 150 trees per acre.

The TAC includes at a minimum TSR, Kittitas County, WDNR, and WDFW.

6.2  Monitoring

Once plantings are in place, the success of plantings will be monitored annually for 3 years
by TSR by installing menitoring plots. Plots will be monitored for seedling survival for the
duration of 3 years. If the viable seedlings meet or exceed 150 stems 3 years post planting,
the site is considered fully stocked and WDNR will close the FPA permit, An annual
monitoring report will be sent to Kittitas County, WDNR, and WDFW, at a minimum

6.3  Revegetation Guidance
6.3.1 Temporary Disturbance Seeding

Areas temporarily disturbed by construction activities, including the areas under solar
arrays, will be revegetated with native species. Annual revegetation monitoring will be
undertaken to ensure that all seeded revegetation sites meet a minimum cover standard of
70 percent cover composed of predominantly native species within 3 years. A general
seeding mixture consisting of 12 pounds per acre of pure live seed (PLS) from a certified
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weed-free source will be planted on disturbed sites at a ratio of 4 pounds of bluebunch
wheatgrass (Pseudoroegneria spicata), 2 pounds of Idaho fescue (Festuca idahoensis), 2 pounds
of prairie junegrass (Koeleria macrantha), 2 pounds needle-and-thread grass (Hesperostipa
comata), T pound of arrowleaf balsamroot (Balsamorhiza sagittata), and 1 pound of silky
lupine (Lupinus sericeus).

6.3.2 Road Decommissioning during Construction

Several small roads segments located near wetlands will be abandoned during construction
of the project to avoid impacts to the wetland resource.

6.3.3 Decommissioning

Per the Development Agreement (Attachment E of the Conditional Use Permit) TSR will
return the site in good condition and, at the landowner's request, to remove any or all of the
project's components. For more details on project decommissioning, see Attachment E of the
Conditional Use Permit, TSR will also reclaim the site to address any damage caused by the
demolition and removal of any alterations or improvements to the site, including the
project. Decommissioning could include removing all facilities and roads. It is likely to
include reseeding and replanting areas disturbed by construction activities at the project site
with a diverse mix of native plants. If some of the species currently on site, particularly the
forb species, are not readily available commercially, this agreement could require seed
collection to fulfill the intent of the decommissioning language.

7.0 Best Management Practices (BMPs) and Mitigation
Measures

7.1 Construction BMPs and Mitigation Measures

BMPs will be implemented during construction to avoid and reduce temporary and
permanent impacts to the extent practicable. In the event that a state or federally listed
threatened or endangered plant or wildlife species is observed during project development,
work will be halted immediately and a qualified biologist notified.

BMPs will be implemented wherever surface disturbances occur, These measures include,
but are not limited to, the following:

¢ Trees will generally be harvested to a stump level of 6 to 12 inches above ground level.
TSR will obtain a permit from the WDNR and contract with a professional forester to
harvest these trees in accordance with the Forest Practices Act.

¢ [tis TSR's intent not to burn woody debris, slash, or logging refuse. Any woody debris
chipped on site will be put to a beneficial use (e.g. chipped material will be sentto a
compost facility, used for paper or ground cover). If burning is necessary, TSR will
secure the necessary permits from the regulatory agencies and no more than
approximately 130 consumable tons of material will be burned.

» Slash production from logging will use a chipper, such as the Hydro-ax, to de-limb and
process slash and small trees. This will be done in confined staging areas on or next to
proposed or current roadways. The resulting chips could be used as composting chips,
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ground cover, or erosion control material, or taken to a mulch center for recycling.
Kittitas County has a new compost center north in Ellensburg, which is approximately
25 miles from the project site. No slash or brush piles permanently left on the project site
to inadvertently impact herbaceous vegetation cover.

¢ Al trees, shrubbery, and other vegetation not designated for removal will be protected
from damage caused by the project construction,

s Areas of temporarily disturbed by construction activities will be seeded with the
specified seed mix.

« Install filter bags, sediment fences, sediment filter fabric traps, and graveled construction
accesses as necessary for erosion control, where possible.

» Cover stockpiles with impervious materials when unattended or during rainfall.

» Locate construction staging areas for storage, maintenance, and fueling of construction
equipment minimum of 150 feet from creeks or wetlands. Show staging areas on the
construction plans.

¢ Petroleum products and other harmful material will be prevented from entering
wetland or waterways at all times.

« Upon completion of construction, seed or plant all areas of temporary disturbance due
to construction activities with native plants.

¢ Erect construction fencing along buffered boundaries of all wetland and riparian areas
and aspen groves within the proposed project site prior to construction to avoid
inadvertent impacts to these habitats.

e Monitor areas used for staging after construction to determine if impacts to these areas
are temporary. If weeds invade or native plants on these sites appear to be dead or
unhealthy the year following construction, weeds will be controlled and these areas will
be overseeded with the same seeding mixture described for other disturbed areas.

»  Where seeding is necessary, seeding mixture consisting of 12 pounds of PLS from a
certified weed-free source will planted on this prepared surface at a ratio of 4 pounds of
bluebunch wheatgrass (Pseudoroegneria spicata), 2 pounds of ldaho fescue (Festuca
idahoensis), 2 pounds of prairie junegrass (Koeleria macrantha), 2 pounds needle-and-
thread grass (Hesperostipa comata), 1 pound of arrowleaf balsamroot (Balsaniorhiza
sagittata), and 1 pound of silky lupine (Lupinus sericeus).

7.2 Operations and Maintenance BMPs and Mitigation Measures

7.2  Noxious Weed Control

The following BMPs for noxious weed control will be presented to the Kittitas County
Noxious Weed Control Board (NWCB).

»  Weed monitoring and any necessary control efforts will be completed annually.

¢ Ground application of herbicides will be with a dripless wand applicator carried over
the site either on foot in a backpack sprayer or in a tank on a rubber-tired all-terrain
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vehicle (ATV). Herbicide(s) used will be limited to types that do not move through the
soil and whose affect is immediate but short-lived. Herbicide(s) used will be approved
for use near or in wetlands to avoid unintentional affects to aquatic species.

¢ Herbicide mixes will be colored with dye to aid in post-application monitoring.

» The first pass of each application will be made parallel to the buffer zones in such a way
that chemicals cannot drift into the buffers.

s  Wetland buffers will be maintained and are described in detail in Attachment B, Wetland
Delineation Report.
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